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Missionaries of Africa at 150 years – 

Visa for Martyrdom!’ This is indeed a 

catching title for the 2018 GongGong 

Magazine. The Society of the 

Missionaries of Africa was founded in 

1868 in Algeria; and it rapidly grew into 

an influential Society of Apostolic Life 

alongside the birth of most African 

countries. 

This anniversary celebration is a time to 

remember, understand and refine the 

vision of our founder, Cardinal Charles 

Lavigerie. He was always clear in his 

mind that this foundation was the work 

of God, that God himself had willed and 

chosen the missionaries to be witnesses 

of His Love to the African peoples 

beyond Algeria and the Sahara desert. 

The missionaries were to wage the last 

‘crusade’ onto the African soil but with 

truly apostolic arms of charity and 

martyrdom. At a time when all seemed 

lost in the European Church (especially 

France) a seed of charity and faith had 

germinated on African soil. The Society 

was for Lavigerie, a mark of heaven’s 

blessings which had “become a big tree 

where birds of the air begun to find 

shelter.” 

Lavigerie knew that he was sending the 

missionaries into a difficult and 

challenging environment; but he 

remained very hopeful! He once wrote 

to them saying; 

I hope that the Light of Truth 

will rise on this land (Africa) 

previously accursed…may the 

sons of ‘Ham’ feel the effects 

of his Mercy through you.1 

Lavigerie was actually touched by the 

missionaries’ spirit of self-denial and 

sacrifice in their acceptance of this 

difficult mission. He encouraged them 

to have a deep passion and zeal for the 

mission. They were to always respond 

with boundless dedication and humility. 

This is why Lavigerie would attach to 

their application letters what he saw as 

their future motto; ‘Visum pro 

Martyrio’ (Visa for 

Martyrdom) – to which one 

of the newly recruited 

missionaries replied: For 

this I have come! 2 

Such an acceptance was not 

only for the quick 

mortification of one’s 

blood (which happened 

several times) but also for 

the long martyrdom of 

everyday terms of abuse, insults, and lowest slanders even from the baptized Christians 

themselves! Acceptance of the ‘Visa for Martyrdom’ meant imitating Jesus Christ in his 

kenosis - Phil 2:7. This acceptance also implies finding Joy as St. Paul did (…in all our 

hardship, I am filled with encouragement and overflowing with joy.” – 2 Cor 7:4) and 

inheriting eternal life! - Mt. 19:29. This promise of Joy comes from God himself and 

moves the missionaries to dare take part in the work of God in Africa. It is a vibrant and 

over abundant joy which led one missionary to express it with such simplicity; 

I lack everything, but nevertheless, I would not exchange my lot with any king 

on earth.3 

The missionaries of today and tomorrow are gifted with the same vocation and vision of 

Lavigerie. We are to be ‘all things to all’. We are to embrace modern martyrdom and 

courageously tread the African way with the boldness of a true disciple of Christ. We are 

to be witnesses who are sure of the abundant joy Christ has promised us for eternity. 

If Lavigerie was to come today, the 21st April 2018, he would probably say this to us: 

Be aglow with a renewed courage. You are young and the sacrifice you have made of 

self is admirable. God chose you to this life, to be his voice to be heard by the many 

people of Africa. It is up to you now to also ask the Lord to send more of his good 

workers to help you in this mission. Pray for missionary vocations from your province.4 

This edition of the GongGong Magazine invites us to this renewal of our missionary 

vocation. The articles and presentations all remind us of the calling from God which we 

recreate each day in prayer and sacraments. They also remind us of our personal response, 

passion and zeal in the mission given to us. ‘Visa for Martyrdom’ is still a meaningful 

reality for us today in 2018 and beyond! In spite of the challenges Christianity is facing 

today we still have the calling to witness to Christ’s Love in the .Com world which is 

unfolding before us. 

This magazine re-confirms that our love for God makes us dare do something in the 

evangelization of the African peoples through; encounter and dialogue, justice and peace, 

integrity of creation and the many other fields of our mission. All these for the purpose 

of keeping alive that joy which Jesus Christ has promised us for today and in the life to 

come. 

I wish you an informed reading and above all, a blessed moment of self-renewal in your 

missionary vocation. May Our Lady, Queen of Africa, continue to intercede for all 

missionaries, past, present and yet to come. Have a joy filled reading

ENDNOTES 

1 M.Afr, Cardinal Lavigerie Anthology, Volume I, Rome, 

2016. Pg. 101 

2 Ibid. pg. 101 

 

3 Ibid. pg. 101 

4 Insight taken from Lavigerie’s letter to the missionaries of   

1974 cited above. 
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“Soyez Apôtres et rien 

qu’Apôtres” 

ear Readers,  

Cardinal Lavigerie knew very 

well that the apostles of Christ will 

meet “slow but real martyrdom of 

every day, the martyrdom of 

privations and illness and 

premature death...” (Letter to the 

Missionaries on their Rules, Sept., 

1874). The kind of martyrdom laid 

for missionaries today has taken 

several turns; Ranging from 

insults of all kinds, and gross 

calumnies levelling on 

missionaries today. With all these 

“Prévus” challenges, Lavigerie 

still entreated his missionaries to 

“Be apostles, and nothing but 

apostles”.  

This year’s publication of the St. 

Martin of Tours Formation 

House’s Magazine is strikingly 

interesting because it has fallen on 

the year of celebration for the 

entire society of the Missionaries 

of Africa. The Gong Gong for this 

year is in union with the entire 

society of the 

Missionaries of Africa 

in celebrating her 150th 

year of mission in 

Africa.  

In our on part this year, 

we try to recall and present to our 

readers the past glories of the 

society’s mission in the African 

World. The title of this year’s 

publication goes, “Celebrating 

Missionaries of Africa at 150: 

Visa for Martyrdom”. It may seem 

awkward to be celebrating a 

mission that contains or that issues 

out visas for Martyrdom to young 

men and women. However, the 

founder, Cardinal Lavigerie saw it 

as a medium to share in the 

mission of Christ.  

This Publication contains articles 

from the students concerning the 

society and her mission and also 

concerning martyrdom. There are 

exclusive interviews with the 

former superior of the society, 

Bishop Richard Baawobr, with the 

Provincial for Ghana/Nigeria 

province, Fr. John Aserbire, and 

with the Missionary Sisters of Our 

Lady of Africa (MSOLA).  

On behalf of the students of St. 

Martin of Tours formation house, 

we thank the efforts of our 

editorial adviser, Fr. Christopher 

Chileshe, and the formators in the 

house. We all say in one Friday 

voice merci nos pères! 

I also want to congratulate my 

dear brothers in the house for their 

little and vital contributions to this 

year’s Gong Gong. Not forgetting 

the relentless efforts put by the 

Gong Gong team and the Editorial 

Board; we all have done well, 

because without you our 

publication would not have been 

realized for this year.  

Soyons forts et fidèles, la mission va 

accompli!!! 
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A Journalist of Time Magazine 

has described John 3:16 as “one 

of the most famous and well-

known Bible verses. It has been 

called the ‘Gospel in a nutshell’ 

because it is considered a 

summary of the central 

doctrines of Christianity.” The 

verb agape is from the Greek 

verb translated “agapo” which 

means love. Not just ordinary 

love but unconditional love. 

We can therefore view the root 

of martyrdom from this 

perspective. Historians have 

undertaken the study of the 

Christian martyrdom primarily 

to understand its origin and 

impact on the growth of the 

religion since its inception. 

This article takes a different 

perspective on the study of 

martyrdom, instead examining 

what move first of all a 

missionary to give one’s self 

out for the sake of others.  

Many Missionaries around the 

world have died in situations of 

witness over the years. 

The term agape received a 

broader usage under later 

Christian writers as the word 

that specifically denoted 

“Christian love” or “charity” 

(1Cor. 13:1-8), or even God 

himself, although in the New 

Testament the expression “God 

is love” explicitly occurs only 

twice and in two not too distant 

verses: 1 John 4:8, 16. Agape 

was also used by the early 

Christians to refer to self-

sacrificing love of God for 

humanity, which they were 

committed to reciprocating and 

practicing toward God and 

among one another (kenosis). 

Relating this to the 

Missionaries’ work in our 

world we have read, heard, and 

saw how the olden day’s 

Missionaries were massacred 

for the sake of the gospel. They 

were massacred indeed for the 

sake of humanity. As they tried 

to evangelize Africans and The 

African World at large, some of 

them were martyred as a result 

of their unconditional love for 

humanity. These Missionaries 

accepted the “Visa for 

Martyrdom” by trying to 

liberate people in one way or 

the other. Therefore, the 

Missionaries are touched and 

moved by Christ’s death and 

resurrection. 

Moreover, agape has been 

expounded on by many 

Christian writers in a 

specifically Christian context. 

C. S. Lewis, in his book The 

Four Loves, used agape to 

describe what he believed was 

the highest level of love known 

to humanity, a selfless love that 

was passionately committed to 

the well-being of the other. We 

still see this today in the lives of 

the Missionaries. A young man 

voluntarily leaves his country 

to another country for the sake 

of evangelizing other people in 
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other country is a selfless love. 

He takes the risk of whatever  

will happen to him by bearing 

witness of Christ to the people 

unknown to him. By doing so, 

he has already assumed that 

selfless love that is passionately 

committed to the well-being of 

others. This spirit is still among 

the present days Missionaries. 

And this sacrifice in modern 

world is probably more because 

of modernization. 

Modernization has increased a 

lot of tension for those bearing 

witness of Christ to humanity 

or for those who have been 

called to call. 

Furthermore, Tertullian, in his 

2nd century defense of 

Christians, remarks how 

Christian love attracted the 

pagan notice: “What marks us 

in the eyes of our enemies is our 

loving kindness. ‘Only look,’ 

they say, look how they love 

one another” (Apology 39). 

Here, we are called to continue 

in the good work we are doing  

to all humanity and let that love  

 

starts from within us. Then it 

shall be manifested to those 

outside us. Sometimes the love 

the Missionaries or the 

Christians in general show to 

each other can be a source of 

conversion for many souls. 

This can manifest itself to those 

who are not Christian, in the 

way they carry each other in the 

community they live. Many 

non-Christians receive Christ 

as their Lord and Savior 

because of the way some 

Missionaries express their love 

for each other. Christians in 

general are therefore called to 

share that peace and love that 

their master Jesus has given 

them among themselves in the 

first place. 

Nevertheless, Karl Barth 

distinguishes Agape from Eros 

on the basis of its origin and 

unconditional character. In 

agape, humanity does not 

merely express its nature, but  

 

 

 

transcends it. Agape identifies 

with the interests of neighbor 

“in utter independence of the 

question of his attractiveness” 

and with no expectation of 

reciprocity. Modernization 

should not change our view 

about selfless given. We should 

serve people without expecting 

any reward from them. The 

Missionaries give themselves 

out without holding back on 

anything.  

In a nutshell, Missionaries have 

lost their lives prematurely, in 

situations of witness, as a result 

of human hostility. The 

important underlying aspects, 

the motivation of the victim 

over that of the killer and the 

inclusion of Missionaries killed 

as a result of genocide provide 

further nuance to the study and 

understanding of martyrdom in 

the twenty-first century. It is 

our hope that the assessment on 

the root of martyrdom 

presented here does justice to a 

very real and very grave 

situation. 
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GONG-GONG: Good day Father, how 

are you? 

Fr. Provincial: I am fine, thank you. And 

you? 

GONG-GONG: We are fine father. We 

are members of the Gong-Gong team and 

we are here to have an interview with you. 

Fr. Provincial: Ok 

GONG-GONG: We would like to know 

you, please? 

Fr. Provincial: I am John Aserbire 

(M.Afr.). I was born in Bongo into the 

family of 8 children, four boys and four 

girls and I am the third born. I am 

currently the Provincial Superior of the 

Missionaries of Africa (Ghana/Nigeria 

Province). And I am here on a canonical 

visit. 

GONG-GONG: You are welcome.  

GONG-GONG: Have you been a 

Provincial in any province before?  

Fr. Provincial: No, I have never been a 

provincial before. In 2011, I was 

appointed to Tandale parish Dar es 

Salaam for a period of two years and I was 

called for home service in 2013. This plan 

was cut short in September 2012, when I 

was appointed Assistant Provincial of the  

Eastern Africa Province (EAP), from the 

year 2012 to 2017. I am now serving in 

this new assignment as a Provincial 

Superior of Ghana/Nigeria province.  

GONG-GONG: What does it entails to be 

a Provincial Superior? 

Fr. Provincial: To be a Provincial is in 

the way of being the animator of the 

province and the confreres that are in the 

province. It includes seeking the needs of 

the confreres, to visit the confreres, to 

encourage them in their various missions 

and to represent them in other meetings at 

the general level. It also involves helping 

the confreres to get fulfillment in their 

mission and to accomplish the tasks that 

have been given to them, through their 

call to missionary life. Above all, to be a 

provincial is to be of service to the 

Province in accordance with the general 

council in Rome.  

GONG-GONG: The theme for this year’s 

students magazine (Gong-Gong) is, 

“Celebrating Missionaries of Africa @ 

150: Visa for Martyrdom”, what can you 

say about the theme? 

Fr. Provincial: In our world today people 

see martyrdom to be a negative thing. 

Lavigerie said that, in order to help us 

prepare our minds to face all kinds of 

trials and difficulties 

that would surely 

come our way in 

carrying out our 

missionary work. In 

other words, it means 

we should be ready to 

face the 

consequences of the 

mission. Be ready to 

die wherever you 

have been sent to, and 

equally prepare your mind for it. 

Martyrdom can as well be seeing in 

different ways. Many missionaries 

struggle in learning the languages of the 

people they have been sent to work with, 

and that we can relate it to as being a visa 

for martyrdom because they have to die or 

surfer in order to learn the language. This 

is another form of martyrdom. Above all, 

sufferings, trials and many other 

difficulties that the missionaries are 

undergoing is in a form of martyrdom. 

GONG-GONG: What does it entails for 

you to celebrate the Mission @150? 

Fr. Provincial: It is important to celebrate 

the mission @ 150 because 150 years is 

not a small thing. It is indeed a joyful 

celebration and at the same times a task 

for us all missionaries of Africa. What can 

we do as Lavigerie as done to liberate 

people? The celebration of the mission 

@150 is really a wake-up call for us all. 

The theme for this year’s reflection is 

traced more on trafficking, the modern 

day slavery. It is part of the wake-up call 

for us missionaries of Africa. 

GONG-GONG: In your missionary 

experience or work, what does it entail for 

one to live by the popular saying of 

Lavigerie “Visa for Martyrdom” 

especially in this our modern world? 

Fr. Provincial: I started my missionary 

work in Tanzania where the killing of 

Albinos were very common among the 

people. I used to advise the people that the 

killing of Albinos is not worth-of as 

followers of Christ. The people were 

sober and did not harm us. It was 

challenging but I was able to cope with it. 

Another aspect was challenges from the 

toughness of the roads, the roads were
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very bad, most especially the roads leading to some villages. It was 

very challenging when travelling to those villages, but I was very 

happy for those challenges. This to me is another aspect of viewing 

martyrdom. 

GONG-GONG: What is the impact of the “Visa for Martyrdom” in 

the African context? 

Fr. Provincial: Mission is not just about happiness alone but also 

has to do with suffering. When you are hurt on the way, continue. It 

helps us as missionaries to endure the pains of the missionary work. 

For us Africans, the statement “Visa for Martyrdom” is truly helping 

us to prepare ourselves both spiritually and mentally to face the 

consequences of the mission. 

GONG-GONG: Is the vision of our founder Lavigerie still alive? 

Fr. Provincial: Yes the vision of Lavigerie, the founder is still alive. 

We do not leave what the founder has said or done aside. In all our 

gatherings, we always lay emphasis on what the founder had said. 

We do not want to leave his vision aside. Lavigerie was fighting 

against slavery, and we are still fighting against that. Lavigerie was 

open. That is why we still lay more emphasis that both missionaries 

and the students on formation need to be open. However, there could 

be some changes in the society but that does not take away the 

founder’s vision. We try to be flexible sometimes. 

GONG-GONG: How is the province of Ghana/Nigeria celebrating 

the Mission @ 150? 

Fr. Provincial: In connection with Rome, the province 

(Ghana/Nigeria) is celebrating the mission @ 150 by running-out 

some activities in the province. For instance, in Nigeria we are 

writing about the history of Missionaries of Africa, when they came 

to Nigeria and their work in Nigeria. In Ghana we are running-out 

an antislavery campaign in various parishes, we have many 

programs going on in the province. In fact there are many things 

going on within the province and the society as a whole. Moreover, 

we follow what Rome has to tell us, we are working in accordance 

with whole body in celebrating the mission @ 150. 

GONG-GONG: What message do you have for us as students under 

formation? 

Fr. Provincial: My advice for you is to be serious with your 

formation. The initial formation is very important and you (students) 

have to use it well. The initial formation comes only but once. Take 

the spiritual and academic aspect of the formation very serious and 

develop yourselves humanly. There should be holistic formation 

among you students. Try to help one another, advice one another and 

have trust in your formators. Be engage in the formation, do not be 

left aside. 

GONG-GONG: Thank you so much, Father, for granting us an 

audience with you. We wish you God Choicest blessings in your 

new appointment as the Provincial of Ghana/Nigeria province. 

Congratulations once again.  

Fr. Provincial: Thank you very much. I am most grateful, God bless 

you all. 

 

 

 

 

“The 

nation which fails to 

honor its heroes, the memories of its 

heroes, whether those heroes are living or dead, 

does not deserve to live, and it will not live”. This quotation 

attributed to the former president of the United States, 

Abraham Lincoln throws light upon my article. 

This year 2018, the Society of the Missionaries of 

Africa commemorates 150 years of existence, in the light of this; 

the Gong Gong magazine did not make a 

mistake to have chosen 

this very nice theme. It 

is really striking 

because it calls for 

deep reflection and a 

retrospective 

evaluation of the past 
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with respect to the future in the light of the present circumstances 

of our world today. It calls for thanksgiving to God for all he 

has done for the Society. St. Pope John Paul II rightly puts it 

when he said “Let us remember  

the past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm, and 

look forward to the future with confidence.’’  

In the light of this very captivating quote, I will like 

to call on us to remember the past with gratitude as I reflect on 

the relevance of the “Necrological Calendar” in our community 

prayer life and its importance in our personal missionary 

consciousness as students of the Missionaries of Africa. 

The “Necrological Calendar” has become for me a source 

of inspiration that continues to challenge me daily. Every 

evening during the vespers we continue to hear names of “Our 

Ancestors in Mission” being read out. It’s not just about how 

nice or funny some names sound, these are men of faith, 

missionaries who have evidently borne witness to their calling 

and love for Africa even unto death. So many of them died in 

very unfortunate circumstances, they literally accepted the “visa 

for martyrdom” and have boarded the flight to be with the Lord. 

We hear their names, we know their names but we do not know 

their stories. We have heard, read and seen the good works they 

have done by evangelizing in Africa but we do not know what 

they have been through. 

In the latest edition of the “Necrological Calendar” Fr. 

Stanley Lubungo M.Afr., the Superior General of the society 

stated that “our deceased confreres, those whom we have not 

known just as those whom we have known have like our founder, 

prepared the way which we are following today”.  Here he 

emphasizes that we should be grateful to God for their lives 

because they worked so hard in preparing the way which we as 

students are trying to follow and the way which the members of 

the Society follow today by continuing the good they started. 

This shows that even in death their good works speaks loud for 

them, though they are dead their lives should be a living 

testimony and inspiration to us all. 

  The former Superior General of the society who is now 

the Bishop of Wa, Most Rev Richard Baawobr, in the last edition 

of the “Necrological Calendar”  uses the expression “Our 

Ancestors in Mission” to refer to the confreres who have passed  

on. This expression is especially intriguing and interesting 

because the Fr. Stanley Lubungo M.Afr. also employs the usage of 

the same expression in the latest edition of the “Necrological 

Calendar” to refer to the deceased confreres. This is particularly 

fascinating because going by way of African Traditional Religion 

(ATR), and across various African societies, the concept of 

“Ancestors” is practiced, and the requirements for one to qualify 

as an ancestor is closely similar to the Church’s cause of 

sainthood for one, so ‘Ancestor’ is to the African Society what 

Sainthood is to the Church. Hence, by referring to them as “Our 

Ancestors in Mission” they both agree to the fact that they deserve 

to be called by that identity. This clearly shows that they lived 

a good life, fought a good fight and are worthy to be called 

Ancestors in their own right. 

In this contemporary age, with the current wave of 

secularism blowing across the world, a visitor to a Missionaries 

of Africa community anywhere in the world might find it 

surprising, boring or even uninteresting to hear names and age 

of deceased confreres being called out and not understand the 

need of it. On the contrary, I believe that this tradition is very 

important and should be maintained because as one listens to 

the names and age of the deceased confreres, it spurs and inspires 

one’s missionary consciousness. A very inspirational example 

especially for students is the case of a French confrere, Fabre 

Antoine who died in Algeria at a very young age of 19. The life 

and age of such a young missionary speaks volume to the 

consciousness of my soul, and reminds us of the life which we 

are about to live.  

In conclusion, I would like to lay emphasis on the fact 

that for me, the “Necrological Calendar” goes beyond a book for 

the dead, name calling and age mentioning. In my opinion, it 

is an act of faith and hope in remembrance of “Our Ancestors 

in Mission”, thanking God for the gift of their missionary life 

to Africa and the African world. The “Necrological Calendar” 

presents me “a privileged moment to feel close to them each day”.  

It holds a profound place in my heart because it has become a 

source of inspiration to my mission consciousness. Indeed, 

“Our Ancestors in Mission” are our heroes. Let us remember them 

and we shall live.  
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 Community life is indeed 

beautiful and the beholder of this 

beauty does not only retain its form but 

is himself/herself embodied by it, since 

the experience he savours, in my own 

opinion, can only be lived in love and 

service. It is in this environment of 

thought that I recall, ponder and relish 

the motivations and strong will of 

Cardinal Charles lavigerie which led to 

the founding of the Society of the 

Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers). 

If I were to relate my experience in such 

a way as to encompass the entire life of 

the congregation, I would sure be 

ready to present a dissertation at the 

end of the day. But I long to relate in 

the most serene manner, this 

community, this diadem, so to speak, 

as I have experienced it through the 

spectacles of St Matins Of Tours 

Formation House  in Ejisu- Ghana. 

To live the community life, one must be 

prepared to love unconditionally, be 

childlike in heart and wear the garb of 

happiness and service upon his being. 

In celebrating the liturgy with fathers 

and brothers, one could sense the 

typical Nigerian, Polish, Zambian and 

Ghanaian atmosphere especially in 

tunes that fill the air and are 

accompanied with drum beats and 

bass sounds that steal out of the traditional 

drum. The local serenity creates a certain kind 

of comfort that immerses us into the activity of 

worship wherein the words of our prayers and 

the groans of our heart ascend to Christ our 

lord in the cloaks of faith. In times when we sing 

the psalms during lauds and vespers ( 

morning and evening prayers), you would 

sure hear melodies of excited voices and 

appreciate their uniformity as well as forgive the coarse 

tones that spring up unanticipated, which vainly try to express the beauty 

they cannot restrain in their hearts. Another great moment to relish the spirit of 

fraternal communion is during recreation. During this period the environment becomes 

dense with freedom, and you need to see how a short space of time, everyone is divided 

by social spirit into groups, some prefer sitting down in the sitting room to watch some 

interesting TV programs of their choice, others of smaller fractions pick up 

enthusiastically the scrabble, draft board, card, the ludo or even decide to play table 

tennis. 

Friends, you need to see the drama of love that takes place at the dining table! At 

breakfast, the mood may vary. Sometimes, the brothers, in laughter and in prudence, do 

some kind of evaluation concerning the way the liturgy was celebrated (as in the voices, 

songs and the way which the instruments were played), or in the spirit of joy, a certain 

brother may tune up care freely to which the rest of the brothers join by way of humming 

it or singing it. This of course comes to an abrupt end when a voice goes on exile…; at 

this stage, laughter automatically concludes the singing. At lunch time, the atmosphere 

may be somewhat different. This is either caused by the fatigue of having learnt too 

much from lectures or from the journey back from school. At other times however, the 

brothers are in a very happy mood that lost in the sweetness of the meal, it takes no 

time at all to say the concluding prayers which itself may be delayed by some gist in 

which everyone longs to partake especially if it is humorous. Dinner seems to be the 

climax, and for me it casts my memory back to the culture of Christ and his apostles as 

presented by the gospels. 
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At various times when he ate with his 

apostles, an atmosphere of love was 

created wherein Jesus either taught his 

disciples some things or gave them a 

hint of parlance to engage his disciples 

in some discussions which may end up 

in narration of some parables. The 

particular message I got from such 

love gatherings is that of friendship, 

the call to friendship. Friends could tell 

themselves anything or reveal to each 

other inner most secrets and even the 

simple message of truth that should 

exhort them to right living. Friends 

could out-do the other in right living 

which would maintain the smiles and 

strengthen the goodwill of the other; 

they could even go as far as foregoing 

everything for love. This is what I feel 

happens at dinner especially at times 

when we celebrate the birthdays of 

each other. You need to see how true 

and beautiful laughing is; how exulting 

the claps (pa_sha as we here call it) and 

songs could be and how fraternal and 

childlike the dances could assume. 

Talk about times when the Fathers 

would send everyone beaming with 

laughter with their jokes and times 

when critical evaluations steam out of 

brilliant minds, when a variety of topics 

and issues ranging from political to 

social and moral ones are discussed. 

   In as much as he loved his disciples, our lord Jesus Christ spent some time in 

prayer and silence by which he aimed at showing that man (or the community in our 

case) cannot live by bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

This means that community spirit, after all said and done, is sustained by the 

Eucharistic celebration and by prayer which is sure accompanied by an atmosphere of 

silence in which members of the community seek to unravel the mysteries of love 

through the instrument of faith and dedication to the time for study. Keeping this in 

mind, there is the striving not to offend his aspect of our lives and also the will to correct 

everyone in charity bearing in mind the human weakness of the other. 

If asked, I would say that all I have just done is to savour the sweetness of this 

community living since such a beauty cannot be described, in my opinion, but 

appreciated and embraced. The missionaries of Africa (white fathers), community  

formation house here in Ejisu, Ghana, is indeed a beautiful one, which coupled with its 

challenges, creates an opportunity for us to prepare take in the loving friendship of 

Christ by serving him better through the people we come in contact with. 

 

 

GONG-GONG: Good day Sr., how are you? 

The MSOLA’s: Good day too, I am fine. 

GONG-GONG: Here with you is a member of the Gong-Gong team (Ejisu, Ghana). Yes, we 

were supposed to have been here as a team but due to one or two inconveniences on our side 

the others could not make it up. We would like to have an interview with you (as a member of 

the MSOLA’s), thus, which would be followed with a number of questions. So please permit 

us. 

GONG-GONG: We would like to know you, please? Tell us something about yourself. 

The MSOLA’s: Ok, my name is Sabine Dakouo. I come from Mali and I have been with the 

MSOLA congregation since the year 2000. After my first profession, I was sent to D.R. Congo  
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for my first mission. The next place was 

the country Chad. Ghana is my third 

country in mission since July 24 2017. 

GONG-GONG: Oh whoa, you must be an 

experienced missionary in the mission 

field by now. Enough it would be should 

you share with us who the MSOLA’s are 

(Who are the MSOLA’s?). 

The MSOLA’s: Haha, the “MSOLA’s” 

simply stands for Missionary Sisters of 

Our Lady of Africa. We were founded by 

Charles Cardinal Lavigerie in Algiers 

(1869- a year after the Society of the 

Missionaries of Africa was founded). He 

needed them to look after the children and 

orphans and as well as to educate them. 

He felt deep inside himself that time had 

come to spread the Gospel to Africa. He 

was convinced of the essential role of 

women in its evangelization. In `1871, he 

wrote, “Women are destined to be 

effective missionaries of African people”. 

We are religious missionaries, 

consecrated and rooted in Christ for the 

service of the African world. 

We live in international and intercultural 

communities. In brief, these are what the 

MSOLA’s are. 

GONG-GONG: Thanks so much. From 

your conversation, it simply means that 

your congregation was founded a year 

after the White-Fathers were founded 

right? 

The MSOLA’s: Yes 

GONG-GONG: What relationship do you 

have with the White-Fathers (M. Afr.)? 

The MSOLA’s: Well, if it is the country 

Ghana, I have little experience when it 

comes to this. Nevertheless, both the 

white-fathers and the white-sisters meet at 

some occasions. For instance, the feast of 

the Immaculate Conception of Mary; we 

celebrate this together. As we prepare, 

also, for the 150th Anniversary of the 

Society we met to share and collaborate 

on issues with regards to Missionary 

Vocation Animation (MVA). We also 

consider them as our brothers because we 

have the same founder. 

GONG-GONG: Lovely, so do you have a 

co-founder aside Cardinal Lavigerie? 

The MSOLA’s: Of course, our first 

General Superior Mother Marie Salome is 

our co-founder. She was in office for 40 

years. We pay her a lot of respect in the 

Society. 

GONG-GONG: The theme for this year’s 

students magazine (Gong-Gong) is, 

“Celebrating Missionaries of Africa @ 

150: Visa for Martyrdom”, what can you 

say about this theme? 

The MSOLA’s: I thank you for choosing 

this deep saying of Lavigerie as the theme 

(center) of your magazine. It challenges 

me. When Lavigerie sent his missionaries, 

he gave them a ribbon. He said, “Go ready 

to bless God for your priors as well as 

your death and your martyrdom, no matter 

how cruel it might be”. Yes, I understand 

missionaries were killed and others died 

because of diseases (There were no 

medicines available by then). Others also 

died because of tyrants. As we are about 

to celebrate the 150th Anniversary, 

somehow it is because of their love for 
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God to the mission. Martyrdom is not only 

about the matter of being killed easily then 

but also for us missionaries today. As 

Jesus said, “Whoever wants to follow me 

must carry his cross.” 

GONG-GONG: In your missionary 

experience or work, what does it entail for 

one to live by the popular saying of 

Lavigerie “Visa for Martyrdom” 

especially in this our modern world? 

The MSOLA’s: In my missionary 

experience, to live by the sayings of 

Lavigerie entail discernment, 

renouncement, inner depth and the 

maturity to choose what is good for the 

congregation. It also entails love for Jesus, 

love for charisma and faith as an essential. 

Are we going to take everything offered to 

us? 

GONG-GONG: Ok, how is this popular 

saying lived among you the MSOLA’s? 

The MSOLA’s: We are from different 

cultures and background, though they are 

thoughts of riches. This can be a cause of 

misunderstanding among us. United by 

the same vocation, true faith and 

reconciliation we are people living 

together and accepting each other as one.  

Obedience may not be responding to 

one’s expectation, which can happen. This 

situation can be very painful. Am I willing 

to grow in faith and as well join the 

MSOLA’s congregation to do my will? 

GONG-GONG: In fact, thanks for that 

rhetorical and reflective question. This 

would come a long way to the 

understanding of the Lord’s will for us on 

earth. Is the vision of our founder 

Lavigerie still alive today? 

The MSOLA’s: Yes, his vision is still 

alive today. In fact, it would not die as far 

as the missionaries are alive. As 

mentioned earlier, they are all sorts of 

being in a state of martyrdom depending 

on the person involved. Successes as well 

as difficulties are part of it. I believe that, 

the founder is inviting his missionaries to 

be courageous, persevering and to have a 

missionary zeal in order to proclaim the 

kingdom of God. 

GONG-GONG: Oh cool, by that can we 

say that this vision of Lavigerie is lived 

and realised by us? 

The MSOLA’s: Yes, they do. When I  

speak of missionaries I simply mean both 

“brothers and sisters” in the mission of 

Christ. A times, they can be difficulties 

within a community though. We have that 

love and the charisma which would help 

us to go beyond and live fully our 

missionary vocation. 

 GONG-GONG: What message do you 

have for us as missionary students under 

formation? 

The MSOLA’s: For you missionary 

students, it is important to rely on 

someone who can help you especially 

when you are experiencing difficulties. In 

fact, we are created to be happy people. 

Personally, I think it is important for 

everyone (students) in formation to be 

courageous and confident in themselves. 

GONG-GONG: At this moment, I would 

like to say a big thank you; and to show 

appreciation to you for sharing with us 

your experience, about the MSOLA’s and 

an insight on the theme of the magazine. 

May God bless you in your mission!!! 
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One fateful afternoon, after 

classes, I was with a friend and I 

asked him, what was his view on 

martyrdom, he replied someone who 

dies for a cause or something. I said 

to him, what a good answer. Yes that 

is our first thought of the word 

martyrdom, even I thought of that 

too. But martyrdom goes way 

beyond that. 

Oxford advanced learners 

dictionary defines the word “martyr” 

as a person who suffers very much or 

is killed because of their religious or 

political beliefs. I think this is why 

most of us have the notion that a 

martyr is someone who dies for his 

religion. In the Catholic Church, 

CCC defines martyrdom as the 

supreme witness given to the truth of 

the faith. He bears witness to the 

truth of the faith and of Christian 

doctrine (CCC. 2473). And the 

church has had a lot of martyrs right 

from the very beginning of the church. 

We can even say in a way that Jesus 

Christ himself was martyred. The 

first martyr to be recorded for 

Christianity was St. Stephen, who was 

stoned to death for his belief (Acts 7:54-8:2).  

Like I earlier said, martyrdom goes beyond just dying for a cause. This will lead 

me to explain the types of martyrdom we have. Research has it that there are three 

types of martyrdom, “the red martyrdom”, “the white martyrdom” and “the green 

martyrdom”. Red martyrdom is the blood martyrdom, whereby someone is killed as 

a result of religious persecution, throughout the history of the church; there have 

been many of these brave souls who died rather than forsaking the lord. White 

martyrdom is separation from all that one loves for Christ and green martyrdom 

involves the denial of desires, as through fasting and penitent labours. 

Now there are three kinds of martyrdom, which are accounted as a cross to Man; 

white martyrdom, green and red martyrdom. White martyrdom consists in Man’s 

abandoning everything he loves for God’s sake. Green martyrdom consists in 
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this, that by means of fasting and 

labour he frees himself from his evil 

desires, or suffers toil in penance 

and repentance. 

From this account, as well as other 

writings, white martyrdom is typically 

defined as being persecuted for the 

faith, but never shedding any blood. 

It consists of living a life boldly for 

Christ, yet never being asked to die for it. Green martyrdom, on the other hand, 

is more specific and focuses on extreme penance and fasting out of love for God. 

This type of martyrdom is usually associated with the hermits of Egypt, who 

greatly influenced Irish monasticism. This accounts for why many Irish monks 

sought out places of extreme solitude and harsh weather. Red martyrdom, of 

course, refers to giving one’s physical life, bearing witness unto death. Red in this 

case is associated with the shedding of blood. These three martyrdoms represent 

different paths to heaven, but all share one thing in common: a heart on fire with 

the love of God. One could even say these are “three paths of love,” ways that 

we can express our love of God and his mercy toward us.1 

We as Christians and followers of Christ whether we like it or not are practicing or are called the white martyrs. 

Living a devoted and holy life on earth is a visible sign of practicing our faith. We might have faced different 

persecutions or temptations, as Catholics, for example people criticizing us for honouring Mary and putting up 

statues in our churches or homes. In our everyday lives we should continue to show that spirit and never relent in 

practicing our faith.  

When you come to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for trials. Be sincere in heart and mind, steadfast, and 

undisturbed in times of adversity. Cling to Him, forsake Him not; thus will your future be great. Accept what befalls 

you; in crushing misfortune be patient. For, in fire gold is tested and worthy men in the crucible of humiliation. Trust 

God and He will help you. Make straight your ways and hope in Him. You, who fear the Lord, wait for His mercy. 

Turn not away, lest you fall. (Sirach 2:1-7)
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“Is Africa still in the shackles of incidence of injustices emanating from the sale of persons into slavery in Libya? This is 

serious! Yes, the colour is black but not evil. Man cannot be reduced into a commodity.” 

The sacredness of human life is a necessary part of the moral vision of a just and good human society. It is an undisputed fact 
that even in the 21st century human beings are engaged in the inhumane practice of slave trade where women, men and children 
are being treated as tools for profit rather than being free and responsible persons in the human society. These practices are 
indeed infamies. The questions raised are: shall we continue in this turmoil? What was the anti-slavery campaign of Cardinal 
Lavigerie?  Is there anything beneficial out of Cardinal Lavigerie’s struggle? And how does this inhumane practice profit us? 

Before the advent of Cardinal Lavigerie to the north of Africa, Africa had suffered severe slave trade for centuries. By the 
time the first European explorers reached Timbuktu in 1487, there were already mercantile 

establishment of Arab slave traders. In the late 19th century in Algeria, Islam 
was practiced as a man’s religion. Women mattered little whose plight is 
insignificantly considered. Cardinal Lavigerie believed that for the Arabs to 
derive any benefit from the Christian influence, the first place for it should 
be the liberation of the Arab women and possibly children from the ranks of 
slaves. It was a time women were bought and sold at the price that depended 
on how much work they could produce.  

Africans are not the most brutalized of peoples but are probably the most 
humiliated in modern history. Africans have being humiliated throughout 
history in ways that range from the slave trade to being segregated and treated 

as third class citizens on their own continent. Africans, especially Nigerians, 
Ghanaians, Chadians, Nigerien and other nationals have been sold into slavery in 

the present day Libya. Some claimed in interviews that there is no peace in their 
homelands and in some cases they search for ‘greener pastures’. The question is why is it 

that peace has eluded Africa for many years after independence? What must we (Africans) 
do to liberate ourselves from these chains of sorrow? The answer to this question is ambivalent. It is commonly said that peace 
is the absence of war. But peace is not merely the absence of war. The greatest creator of violence or disharmony is poverty. 
Hence, it appears that illegal migration is not only as a result of lack of peace but also lack of adequately shared resources. 
The Libyan slave trade is about the dehumanization of the Africans. 

Upon Cardinal Lavigerie’s arrival in the Archdiocese of Algiers, he placed human dignity primordial to anything else. After 
1880, he tried to get the Holy See, the European government and even the Sultan of Zanzibar to intervene but without 
noticeable success. The Pope, in 1888 incorporated the pain of African slave trade in his encyclical In Plurimis, of May 5th to 
celebrate and to mark the official abolishment of slavery in Brazil. The profound words of Pope Leo XIII were “if others 
import science and commerce, let the church import justice and humanity”.  

In the quest to alleviate and probably eliminate slave trade in Africa especially in the north Africa and central Africa where 
slaves are taken through the Atlantic and Indian ocean to Europe and America, Cardinal Lavigerie held conferences: at Paris 
in France on the July 1st 1888 with the political authorities where he insisted for a more quicker, effective and more decisive 
remedy that is necessary. In London, (England) on the 31st of July, Lavigerie applauded the Anti Slavery Society and appealed 
for an armed intervention by force through the armed militia which was an essential part of Lavigerie’s thinking but the effect 
of this was muted. On the 15th August, Lavigerie organised the third conference in Brussels (Belgium) where he reemphasized 
the need for men of goodwill to enrol in a small armed force under the authority of the Congolese government to prevent victims 
of slave trade and establish peace. In the same month, in Germany, he asked that an Anti Slavery Committee be formed. At 
this time he had spent two months on his Anti Slavery campaign trail. Finally he visited Italy, where he was warmly received 
and his initiatives were supported. He spoke with simplicity that his audience were moved. He proposed that a guest house be 
found to receive young African slaves and the last part of his long journey ended with the last conference at Milan on January 
6th 1889 where he was warmly received.  

This journey through the big European cities as part of the Anti Slavery campaign shows us the courage of Cardinal Lavigerie 
and his commitment as an integral part of his Episcopal mission in Africa. Importantly was his sense of humanity. He engaged 
himself doing what some powerful African monarchs could not do. All these gave Cardinal Lavigerie the opportunity from 
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which he expressed his heartfelt sadness and the sufferings of those convicted into slavery. Notably, Cardinal Lavigerie during 
his campaign laid a foundation of anti-slavery campaign committees in several countries to promulgate and propagate the 
polemics of slave trade and its effects in the African world. 

Despite the retardation to the various plans Cardinal Lavigerie had proposed, he engaged himself through his missionaries in 
rescuing and ransoming those who were convicted and sold into slavery. Certainly, he bought slaves and made them responsible 
persons in the community. Among members of the 7th caravan sent to central Africa was Adrien Atiman who was born in 
Timbuktu and ransomed by the missionaries of Africa, who was later educated and became a doctor and a catechist. Upon 
their arrival, they started ransoming especially children who would be educated in Algiers. Lavigerie continued writing to the 
missionaries to make sure they do charity, provide education to those ransomed for slavery especially boys, be an example and 
be men of prayer. 

Throughout the ages, the struggle has always being the battle of the mind. The human society has suffered enough ranging 
from all sorts of hardships to what most probably appears to be modern slave trade. The joy of those convicted and enslaved 
is replaced by sadness and pain of struggle and suffering.  

We might be engaged in literal thinking to some of the problems in Africa but the question is not to analyse the African 
problems, our problem had been sufficiently analysed. We know that Africans have been enslaved and are still being enslaved. 
We are aware of the fact that we were colonised and the spirit of neo-colonial project is alive. One of the greatest African 
writers - Chinua Achebe said that “enforcing the question as to the sustainability of the solution to the African problem, where 
are the young suckers that will grow when the old banana dies?” Patrice Lumumba would say that the young must be liberated 
from extremism and the ideology we must embrace is that of development. Cardinal Lavigerie was also interested in the 
development of Africa. Cardinal Lavigerie said that “Africa is for Africans” he saw the danger of Europeanising Africa after 
the 1876 conference in Brussels by the Belgian King Leopold II with other European leaders. 

The human life should not in any way be jargonised or jeopardised because we share in the Divine essence. One can see how, 

in spite of a complex international situation and at the price of huge efforts, it was possible for Cardinal Lavigerie to induce 

a vast international unified movement in favour of a great humanitarian cause. I will say that this journey was not only 

historical but it portrays the missionary personality of Cardinal Lavigerie, Primate of Africa, who was from beginning to end, 

the mission manager of his vast campaign. 

 

 

Africa our motherland 

Africa our home 

A continent downplayed 

A continent misunderstood. 

Yet she remains what she is  

A rare gem and beauty to behold 

It is this same continent that I live 

Where I have come to be one fifty 

years of age 

In Africa, to be one fifty is a thing of 

joy 

An age worth celebrating 

An age that is a stepping stone to 

another stage in life 

An age our parents look forward to 

Even our ancestors are not left behind 

 People gather together just for the 

celebration of this age 

The journey has not always been 

smooth 

There had been times of struggles, 

sorrows and toils 

Times hard decisions had to be taken 

Times scores had to be settled 

However difficult it might have been, 

today I celebrate 

I celebrate the good news 

I celebrate one fifty years of existence 

All these, mother Africa would 

always embrace 

In Africa… 

If you ask for my name, 

I would tell you that I am Society of 

the Missionaries of Africa (White 

Fathers). 

By: Ogboke Samson Francis 
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GONG-GONG: Please tell us something about yourself. 

Bishop Richard: My name you know is Richard Kuuia 

Baawobr. I was born on the 21st of June 1959 in Tom-

Zendagangn. My Father died in 1963 and my mother, Madam 

Theresa Bagrviel remarried to Mr. Flaviano Maalo, from which 

union was born my half-brother Fr. Ekpaa Maalo CSSP. I had 

my primary education in Tom-zendagangn from 1965 to 1971 

after which I gained admission into St. Francis Xavier Minor 

Seminary in Wa. In 1979 I successfully obtained his ordinary 

level certificate and gained admission into Nandom Secondary 

School to pursue sixth Form 

Studies.  In 1979, I gained 

admission into St. Victor’s 

Major Seminary, Tamale as a 

seminarian for the Catholic 

Diocese of Wa. However feeling 

Gods call to be a missionary I 

joined the Missionaries of 

Africa after my Philosophical 

studies. 

I took my first missionary Oath 

on the 5th of December 1986 at 

St. Edward’s College, London, UK and was ordained a priest 

in Ko, in the Diocese of Wa on the 18th of July 1987. 

As a priest I was first appointed to Livulu in Kinshasa, 

Democratic Republic of Congo where I spent four years. From 

1996 to 1999 I worked at the novitiate in Tanzania. Between 

1999 and 2004 I was director of formation in Toulouse, France. 

In 2004, I was elected 1st Assistant General of the society of 

the Missionaries of Africa and became Superior General of the 

society in 2010.  On 17th February, 2016, Pope Francis 

appointed me as the new bishop of Wa and here I am today. 

GONG-GONG:  How was your experience as a superior 

General of the society of Missionaries of Africa? 

Bishop Richard : First of all as vicar general for six years before 

it was an opportunity to know the society and to come to  

appreciate the charism of our founder to say that it is a man 

who was inspired by God and who had a gift for the church 

and the world and that Gift is continued by his sons and 

daughters so as a superior General I was happy to be able to 

discover a bit more about that and then to try and keep that 

charism alive in the society through the various choices that I 

made together with the general team following the chapter 

that we took saying that ok we will go in for this option rather 

than that option because it corresponds to what our founder 

wants and it corresponds to the 

way he would like us to live the 

Gospel. Also travelling around 

the different Provinces opened 

my eyes to the diversity of the 

mission. Some places we put in 

the essence on justice and 

peace for example, 

reconciliation and dialogue 

and other places we put in the 

emphasis on dialogue with 

Muslims and African traditional 

religion and according to where ever we are present then of 

cause the heart of the mission is part of the diversity it boils 

down to the person and nature of Jesus Christ and His life 

style that we try to live our self and to invite other to do same. 

So I say it was a good learning experience for me to learn to 

appreciate the fact that Lavigerie had a calling and to say ok 

what he have lived we pass on to Africa.  

 I always appreciated collaborating with the Missionary Sisters 

of Our Lady of Africa. This is because we were founded by the 

same founder and it was important for us to collaborate at the 

level of the general councils and to bring that to the grass root. 

So that was something that was important. acting as Superior 

General I notice and to bring that across in different ways and 
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I’m happy that in the last chapter we took it in a more formal 

way because to realize that in terms of active membership the 

acting force are in the global south from Africa from Asia and 

a few from the global north from Europe the united states etc. 

But in those places it is important that we still have 

missionaries present and not just only confreres who are 

staying in houses for the retired people and I am convince that 

those missionary present there should not depend on those 

who are coming from there but should be the responsibility of 

the whole society. That means that if even in a place like 

Belgium they identify a place where we should be present as 

missionaries and do not have young people to be committed 

to that, they should make an appeal the Superior General and 

his council to find people for that presence and it is important 

that we are present there and not only present in the houses 

of the elderly confreres to take care of the elderly confreres. So 

that was one of the things I worked at quite a bit as a Superior 

General. I discussed it with provincials and it came again in 

the chapter and I hoped it should come to stay. At my time 

we appointed some young confreres outside of Africa to places 

where we identified as important that we should be and that 

is still on and as a Superior General those were some of the 

things I loved working at. 

GONG-GONG: What were some of the challenges you faced 

as a Superior General of the Missionaries of Africa? 

Bishop Richard: The challenges sometimes can be how do you 

get the necessary personnel for all the places that people are 

saying? It is important to be there and you would try to 

convince yourself that I should be there. So the challenge of 

personnel and also coupled with that is the fact that sometimes 

you invest so much in a person and then at the end, the person 

who have being going through discernment  in one way or the 

other   says I feel that I cannot continue with you either as a 

seminarian or even a priest. This touches my heart and makes 

me sad but I respect such choices because I say it is better he 

is true to himself than that he pleases somebody but at the 

same time thinking as a leader we had this project for this 

person he would have contributed so much to the society but 

we cannot count on him anymore. I have also seen not only 

that of young confreres but also people who were quiet 

advanced in years. What do you do in a case like that? You 

need to pray about it and bring it to the lord and say at the 

end of the day it is not about our strength that we do the 

mission but it is because Gods is the one in charge.  So the 

challenges did not prevent me from sleeping, I prayed about 

them and I said “lord it is yours”. Pope Francis when he was 

speaking to Bishops and I unconsciously applied that to myself 

before I became bishop, he said “remember that Jesus was 

there before you and when you go Jesus would still be there.”  

GONG-GONG: What can you say about the theme for this 

year Gong-Gong Magazine, “Celebrating Missionaries of 

Africa @ 150: Visa for Martyrdom”. 

Bishop Richard: I think it is a very good theme. The 

celebration spread throughout three years.  We had hoped to 

revisit the past and do so with gratitude and taking inspiration 

from Pope Francis or so, to say look at the past with gratitude 

live the present with passion and then look into the future 

with hope and I think of that is what the 150 we are going to 

celebrate should help us to do and the visa for martyrdom is 

something that is not there to scare young people off. So our 

founder wanted to show why and if you are joining you should 

be prepared for different challenges, be prepared to give your 

life and to go to places where you would not be welcomed and 

where your life could be at risk. So celebrating the one 

hundred and fifth (150th) years with this focus on Visa for 

Martyrdom I think is meant to reawaken our courage and say 

I’m ready to go for it. The mission today is different from how 

it was in some places but in spite of that the challenges I 

should go in for it and not allow them to scare me. 

GONG-GONG: What is the impact of the “Visa for 

Martyrdom” in our African Context? 

Bishop Richard: Hmm!!! So when I think in the Africa context, 

certainly when we look at the examples of our own martyrs, 
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our own confreres who have died violent death, we cannot 

remain indifferent. So that certainly contributes to our desire 

to do as much to try at least to be faithful to our commitment 

and to respond with the same generosity that they responded 

to. So I think that witness of our own martyrs, does who died 

violent death (red martyrdom) and witness what we call the 

white martyrdom, the ordinary daily life witnesses that am 

talking of, so that cannot make us different, so I think that is 

contributing to building up communities, we are familiar with 

the saying that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the 

gospel. In some places that seed has been sown really through 

the sacrifices of people, even those who are not missionaries 

of Africa have given up their lives, I think they have sown the 

seed of the gospel, and what we are doing now is we are only 

watering and accompanying, weeding , helping the seed to 

grow.  

GONG-GONG: what does it entail to be the bishop and also 

to be a missionary? 

Bishop Richard: what it entails, is, I like the saying of St. 

Augustine of North Africa, who says that for you am a bishop 

with you I am a fellow Christian, as somebody who has been 

put to head the diocese, there is that responsibility certainly to 

offer leadership to the community that has been put in my 

charge, but to also remember am one of them, to journey 

together with them, that means that together with them I try 

to listen to the voice of God. To listen to what is God asking 

us to do, which way is He asking us to take. It is certainly 

challenging as a bishop, it means having my eyes open and 

being close to the people, and how can I do that? Through the 

visits. I have spent a lot of time doing that, visiting the parishes 

and there are just a few parishes I have had a full visit. When 

I go on a visit, I go on a Thursday and I meet each priest 

individually and I meet different groups, go to the out stations 

to celebrate mass, climax it on a Sunday with a mass at the 

parish. Those occasions enable me to get to know the priest 

and to get to know the lay people, the different groups and the 

pastoral realities. What are the challenges? It is not that I will 

be able to help because people still think that the church is 

powerful and so when the bishop comes, they have to give a 

long list of things that you want to be done, thinking that you 

would be able to make some miracles, so I listen and say well 

thank you very much, but we are almost in the same boat. Any 

way it is an opportunity to know what they are longing for 

and I think for many just the fact of being listened to is 

important, they say we are happy you have listened to us even 

if you don’t have the solutions to our problems. Those 

contacts, I must say I learned that as a Missionary of Africa, 

that is what is helping me, as a Missionary of Africa in the 

parish, I cherish very much going on trek as a strategy with 

the priest who were there, we will go to the outstation and 

then leave the cars on the road and walk to the villages 

bringing the Eucharist to those who are sick and sometimes 

celebrate the liturgy of the word. That is our way of getting to 

know the people, learning their language, and knowing their 

culture. So I find it very important to bring that with me and 

to use that in order to get to know the diocese , rather than 

sitting in the office and reading reports. The reports are good, 

but sometimes behind the report you have to see the reality 

on ground. That as a Bishop and I stay with them also I keep 

in mind what Pope Francis says , “we should feel the smell of 

the sheep, we should know the smell of the sheep”, he says “if 

you know the smell of the sheep , the sheep will follow you, 

they will know your smell and they will follow you, if you 

don’t know the smell of your sheep, they wouldn’t follow you 

because  they don’t know your smell”, so that closeness is 

important and he talks of leadership, there are diff ways, 

sometimes you have to take the lead. You have to say this is 

the vision of where I think God is calling us to and take the 

lead and get many people as possible to follow to go in that 

direction, other times you have to just be in the middle to have 

to give it a sought of flavour and helping what is already 

happening to grow, there are a lot of things happening in the 

parishes, solidarity, self-reliance, etc. I want to promote that to 

make it even more, right now for example I am trying to 

promote the diocesan solidarity, so that between the parishes 
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we will find a way of supporting all the priest irrespective of 

where they are working so that nobody feels advantage 

because he is working in the cathedral or disadvantage because 

he is working very far away in Fonsi for example, that what is 

given to the priest at the cathedral is what is given to the priest 

in the rural areas. That kind of thing is happening already 

what am trying to do is being in the middle opening my ears 

and also trying to accompany them. Pope Francis said, the 

third way of leading is from the back, from behind. You don’t 

have to always take the lead, from behind sometimes you 

perceive that some people are struggling with one or the other 

issue. So you are attentive to them, attentive to those couple 

who are struggling with one or more issues, the youth who are 

searching in this way or that way who are not following 

everybody at the same time. That is something I try to listen 

to the thing where I say let me also try to listen as much as 

possible to those who do not fit in always. I think that is 

certainly something of over the years as being a missionary of 

Africa it has been sharpened a little bit and I bring it into the 

ministry and I appreciate very much the simplicity of the 

relationship I still have with the confreres. So I know they have 

a room there for me.  If I need to rest I can go there. And if 

they need to come here they can come visiting me. That 

simplicity is there. Fr Damian is here, we live a bit of 

community life, we pray together, eat together, etc. so I say for 

the main time that is how I have been trying to live as a bishop 

and a missionary at the same time.  

GONG-GONG: What message do you have for missionaries of Africa students of Ejisu and the youth at large? 

Bishop Richard: For the students I will say courage, the way might seem long but it is not actually long, whatever you are doing now 

is intense preparation for the future, don’t start counting the years to say I still have so many years to go. Just continue and before 

you realize it, you are at the end of it and you say what happened. I will say since it is a call you heard, stay focus , stay focus on 

Jesus, develop the habit of bringing back to him the different things you are going through, the moments of joy, moment of sorrow, 

bring them to him and ask for his light. He is actually the one to show you the way. The academic material can sometimes be stressful, 

but bring that to Jesus. Make Jesus your center. In times of formation journey the recent document on formation, says, it is really a 

process of being configured with Jesus, so we should work as the configuration of Jesus. You are now used to this tactile machine. 

When you open your computer you don’t worry too much about how it starts.  Those of us who started using computer before what 

we call the windows system now, we had what we call the configuration, we had to configure the computer, what we call the auto 

execution button, in the one you had to indicate the steps your computer had to follow to switch it on your computer in other for it 

to operate properly, so if you miss that configuration you couldn’t start the computer.  That’s what am saying the configuration of 

Jesus is what you are working on now. So make that happen and together with Jesus, don’t forget his mother, mother Mary, she 

should also be present in your life and whatever you have do not be afraid to pray the rosary and to the youth in general I will say 

we have the future ahead of us but let us live also the present, because it is by living the present that we prepare the future. The 

enthusiasm that we have looking forward to the future, what we going to do and others etc., we should bring it to the present and 

use that energy to build our society and not to build it alone but together with others.   
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It is learnt that the real significance of the word ‘martyr’, comes not from the dying but from the witnessing, 
which the word means in its derivation which entails people who are willing to give up everything, their possessions, 
their very lives, put a supreme value on the cause or belief for which they sacrifice. It is applied to all sorts of 
people in the society and the world. For example, the Buddhists who burnt themselves as a protest to communism, 
the Japanese Kamikaze pilots and the Shiite soldiers in the Iran-Iraq war are all called ‘martyrs’. Nevertheless, this 
title, which means ‘witness’ has specifically Jewish and Christian meaning. 

Martyrdom, dying for the faith, 
is an incidental extreme to 
which some have had to go to 
manifest their belief in Christ. 
Being a martyr means more than 
being killed because you are a 
Christian. A living faith, that 
exemplifies Christ’s leading 
throughout and that in spite of 
difficulties, is required of all 
Christians.  

The concept of "martyrdom" as 
applied to the Saints and Blessed 
martyrs should be understood, in 
conformity with Benedict XIV's 
teaching, as "voluntaria mortis 
perpessio sive tolerantia propter 
Fidem Christi, vel alium virtutis 
actum in Deum relatum" (De 
Servorum Dei beatificatione et 
Beatorum canonizatione, Prato 
1839-1841, book III, chap. 11, 1). 

The lengthy bit of Latin at the 
end, from Benedict XVI’s 

predecessor Benedict XIV, 
defines martyrdom as: The 
voluntary enduring or tolerating 
of death on account of the 
Faith of Christ or another act of 
virtue in reference to God. 

An aspect worth mentioning is 
that, to a Martyr rather than 
renounce his or her faith, he or 
she bears witness with 
extraordinary fortitude to the 
belief that Christ suffered, 
died, and rose from the dead for 
our salvation, and to the truths 
of our Catholic faith. The 
Church teaches us that, 
Martyrdom is “the supreme 
witness given to the truth of the 
faith: it means bearing witness 
even unto death.” (#2473). Thus, 
we witness to the Gospel by 
living this faith in truth through 
our actions, deeds and words as 
we often profess each and every 
day at mass. 

In fact, the piece of work is 
more or less centered on the 
African mission, few servants 
and its growing Church. 
Perplexity is a state to which it’s 
an ideal thing to be avoided 
when discussing on the term 
martyrdom as word I should say, 
as this word differs from one 
concept to the other. As 
illustrated above, the concept 
of martyrdom reminds us of the 
constant teaching of the 
Catholic Church. 

 

Recently, on 27 January 2018; 
Pope Francis authorized the 
Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints to promulgate the 
decrees of beautification of the 
19 martyrs of Algeria. Thus, the 
beatification of “Bishop Pierre 
Claverie and his 18 companions 
and companions”.

 

 

They are identified and remembered today as servants (brothers) who once lived a life of emulation. An emulation 

for us all irrespective of one’s origin starting from that small community, village, town, country, and continent. As 

said in the recent article of Fr. Michel Groiselle M.Afr, “They say that hate is not the right answer to hate, that 

there is no inevitable spiral of violence. They want to be a step towards forgiveness and peace for all humans, 

from Algeria but beyond the borders of Algeria.”  
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This gives a clear sign of a 
missionary spirit. To be human to 
all. Yes, I stand with his words 
that ‘hate is not the right answer 
to hate.’ Rather what? Come to 
think of this, the response is 
simply LOVE.  

“Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation, and put you to 
death; and you will be hated by 
all nations for my name’s sake.”–
Matthew 24:9  

A number of scriptural passages 
such as that cited above attests 

to the courage of men and women who were willing to die as martyrs 
rather than renounce their faith or to be faithful to God’s law.  

Again, consider this: 

“Beware of men; for they will deliver you up to councils, and flog you in 
their synagogues,”- Matthew 10:17  

Here Matthew’s community had already been banned from the synagogue. 
And so, it’s not necessarily missionary preaching but the making of a 
statement by endurance of persecution. Jesus knew and predicted that 
all these would be happening to his disciples. When you read further, it is 
seen that His disciples were been chased from the Synagogue, betrayed 
by their own relatives, accused and hauled before kings and governors, 
and put to death for His name (cf. Luke 21:16)  

 

How ready am I to accept humiliation for the sake of my brothers, sisters and the Kingdom of God? Do I expect 
to be treated differently as He (Jesus) was? How often do we relate with those who persecute us? How long do 
we frown at them? In the face of opposition, we are encouraged not to be afraid. Indeed, the mission of Christ 
is the one of conflict and hostility. The happenings of today I would say, is just an excerpt of what happened to 
the early disciples and apostles. 

As they were stoning Stephen, he called out, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit." Then he fell to his knees and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do 
not hold this sin against them"; and when he said this, he fell asleep (Acts 
7:59-60). It is recorded that, the first Christian martyr after Jesus Himself 
was St Stephen, stoned to death in Jerusalem for preaching the Gospel. 
The Christian Martyr here, as he utters a prayer of confidence likewise 
did he offer a prayer of forgiveness for his enemies too. Brethren, who 
do we need to forgive in our lives? Who do we need to ask forgiveness 
from? 

After Stephen: St Peter, St Paul, and St James the Apostle were all 
martyrs, and following them a "great cloud of witnesses". In the liturgy of 
the Church, special honour is given to the Virgin Martyrs who are models 
of both the virtues of chastity and courage. Surely, let us be mindful of 
the martyrs of the Church, their lives encourages us and give us hope. 
Many in our society today are undergoing martyrdom daily in their lives. 
This could either be at our various places of apostolate, community, 
family, college, workplaces, and mission field.  

To be continued…
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ABOUT US:

The Society of Missionaries is a society of priests and brothers founded in 1868 by a French Cardinal, Charles Lavigerie 

in Algeria. Our field of Apostolate is Africa and the African World. We wear “Gandoura” and “Burnous” as our habit 

and work in twenty-two countries in Asia, Europe and America. We engage in Justice and Peace, and inter-religious 

dialogue, particularly with Islam. 
 

GENERAL REQUIREMENT: 

 You must not be under 18years or older than 27years of age

 You must be bodily and mentally sound or fit.

 You must be sufficiently mature to shoulder responsibility
 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 

 Five credits in SHCE / WAEC or the equivalent including English and Mathematics

 Post-Secondary Education including a credit in English and Mathematics

 Only two re-sits are allowed
 

 

For further information, contact us at: 

 

The Vocation Director 

Missionaries of Africa 

P. O. Box TL 2478, 

Tamale, Northern Region, Ghana. 

E-mail: vocationmafrgh@yahoo.com 

Or 

 

The Vocation Director, 

Missionaries of Africa 

P.O. Box 19460 UI 

Ibadan, Oyo State 

Nigeria. 
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