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May the peace of our lord 
Jesus Christ and the 
fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you, dear readers of 
Tam-Tam magazine! The Tam-Tam 
team of Nairobi Formation House 
(newly named Martyrs of Africa 
Formation House) wishes you 
Happy Easter. May, Emmanuel, God 
with-us, continue to journey with 
you in your discernment process, 
studies and pastoral experiences! 
May he enrich you with love for 
missionary vocation, passion 
for pastoral service and zeal for 
apostolic life!
For the past three years now, 
our formation house has been in 
charge of publication of Tam-Tam, 
we are very grateful to have been 
given this opportunity to serve 
you dear brothers. Service is what 
we all called to do, and joy is our 
reward. This time around, we are 
reflecting on theme of “Growing 
in joyful discipleship”. We believe 
that our missionary vocation is first 
and foremost discipleship, and that 
all what we desire as disciples’ of 
Christ is to work in his vineyard. Our 
response to the call of Jesus Christ is 
consequential; it demands of us to 
leave our families behind and allow 
ourselves be sent to places that we 
are not familiar with. Borrowing 
the words of our newly elected 
superior general, he says that his 
appointment as a superior general 
was one of the most unexpected 
experiences of his missionary life 
that he had to accept it with deep 

humility and letting go in the face of 
what seemed to him the beginning 
of a journey into the unknown. 
Discipleship is exactly like that, a 
journey into unknown; hence, it 
requires being welcomed with faith 
and trust. This publication contains 
a variety of articles on discipleship 
and on how to grow into joyful 
discipleship. It contains shared 
experiences of students mainly 
who are in theology houses and 
stage of how they are living their 
missionary vocation in new realities, 
away from their homes countries 
as students and stagiares. Their 
articles are testimonies of concrete 
life experiences as disciples of Jesus 
Christ in their respective places of 
apostolate. Incorporated also are 
conceptual articles with ideals of a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, what are the 
qualities of a good disciple?  We do 
not forget to include poems, jokes 
and proverbs or wise sayings from 
all parts of the world, especially 
from Africa. We believe that all 
these have something to teach us 
about discipleship, God is present 
even in the smallest and most 
stupid things. Lastly, we would like 
to extend our gratitude to those 
who sent their articles. Their shared 
experiences serve as examples of 
a lived faith, of a follower of Jesus 
Christ.  
We wish all a Happy Easter Season!
Yours faithfully, 
Tam-Tam Team Martyrs of Africa 
Formation House.

EDITORIAL
 

E D I T O R I A L  T E A M

 (From top downwards) Emmanuel Tredou, Patient ILUNGA YAV dit Jean-Paul, 
Sukanta Nayak, John William Nkhoma, Niteesh Ekka
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Appreciative Discernment

and issues affecting our society; the 28th general chapter 
applied the method of Appreciative Discernment in its 
attempt to understand God’s mission for our society at 
this particular moment. At this present time, in this era 
of materialism and consumerism, in what way is God 
calling us as a society to serve our African brothers and 
sisters? This method reawakened capitulants to look at 
the graces and gifts that we have received from the lord 
both as individuals and as the whole society at large. 
As the song goes; “count your blessings one by one”. The 
capitulants were reminded to count the blessings that we 
have received from the lord. Looking at what is positive 
and what is best within us, to name it and to thank God for 
it. And eventually, to commit ourselves conscientiously to 
making these graces bear much fruit.  Last year’s general 
chapter intends to neutralize negative mentality in our 
society i.e. the tendency of always looking at things in a 
negative way. Our tone of voice often might be about that 
“hopeless confrere” or that “bad community”. We are so 
obsessed with negativity, at pointing fingers at others; to 
the extent that, we have forgotten the graces and gifts 
we have received to heal others, to love others, to be 
compassionate with the weak….we might have forgotten 
our identity, whom we are, apostles, pastors, mediators, 
healers… missionaries who are sent to preach the good 
news. The chapter emphasized that, it is beyond doubt 
that we have received gifts from the Lord for having 
responded and lived the missionary vocation. 
Let us recognize them and put them at the service of our 
brothers and sisters. This is not to deny that the society 
or communities are facing challenges or to avoid solving 
these challenges. Neither does it mean that the general 
chapter was deficient of solutions to the problems 
our society is facing presently. On the contrary, it is an 
invitation to all confreres to tap into their strengths, in 
order to work on their weaknesses thereby avoiding the 
temptation of always looking at things which are not 
going well.  
The chapter has called us to believe that the positive or 
the good is stronger than the negative or what is evil.  It 
is only when we have a positive attitude towards reality 

From the 13th May to the 13th June of 2016, forty 
two fathers and brothers of our society of the 
Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers) coming from 

different parts of the world gathered together in Rome 
for the general chapter. This was the 28th general chapter 
since the inception of our society almost fifteen decades 
ago. Among its usual mandates the capitulants elected 
a new general council, with Stanley Lubungo as the new 
superior general. Stanley says he was entirely surprised 
with his election as a superior general. In his own words, 
he describes his election as one of the most unexpected 
experiences of his missionary life. This affirms to us that 
we are indeed apostles nothing, but apostles. Thus, we 
are chosen and sent by God to do his mission. To be 
precise, we are elected and sent to serve our African 
brothers and sisters. 
Each chapter is unique, and God inspires the capitulants 
of each chapter in a special way in response to a present 
social or spiritual need of mission.  Yes, all chapters aim at 
setting the agenda for the six years of their mandate, but 
this is done differently by each chapter. Looking closely at 
last year’s general chapter, I could say that it was special. 
The difference comes mainly in the approach that was 
used to discuss and set the agenda for the next six years 
of our society. 
While the past general chapters have been using methods 
like See, Judge and Act, in order to deliberate on mission 

By: John William Nkhoma
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that we can face life forcefully and in a liberating way.  
Developing a positive mind towards things helps us bring 
healing in our ministry, communities and in the society at 
large. It helps us reach out to those who are rejected and 
marginalized in a humane and compassionate way or to 
correct the lost in a fraternal way. The words of Stanley in 
the capitular acts summarize it all, when he says; 
“appreciative discernment is an encouragement to 
liberate in us the irrepressible and vital forces of the good 

One day, all the disciples went to their Master and said, Master, Master, we are 
all going on a pilgrimage.
Master: Why do you want to go on a pilgrimage trip?

Disciples: So that we can improve our devotion.
Master: Ok. Then do me a favour. Please take this karela (bitter gourd) along with you 
and wherever you go and whichever temple you visit, place it on the altar of the deity, 
receive the blessings and bring karela back.
So, not only the disciples but the karela also went on pilgrimage, from temple to temple.
And finally when they came back, the Master said, “cook that karela and serve it to 
me.”
The disciples cooked it and served it to the Master. After having the first bite, the Master 
said, “Surprising.”
Disciples: What’s so surprising?
Master: Even after the pilgrimage the karela is still bitter. How come???
Disciples: But that’s the very nature of the karela, Master.
Master: That’s what I am saying. Unless you change your nature, a pilgrimage will not make any difference.
So you and I, if we do not change ourselves no teacher or guru can make a difference in our lives.
If you think positively, sound becomes music, movement becomes dance, smile becomes laughter, mind becomes a 
meditation and life becomes a celebration!!!

Unless you change your  Nature
Sukanta Nayak

grain instead of devoting our energy on something that 
contributes nothing to helping us become missionaries 
faithful to our identity and charism”. 
In simple words, Appreciative Discernment invites us to 
tap into our strengths (giftedness) in order to work on our 
weaknesses, so as to become joyful disciples. 

Appreciative Discernment
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Pastoral in a Con�ict Zone

When I received my appointment to Ghana/
Nigeria province, I was very happy, as this 
would allow me to be in one of the countries 

where many Missionaries of Africa were coming from, 
especially those that I had met in different places during 
my formation. On my arrival, I was taken to the parish, 
which happened to be in the rural area and this was 
one of my preferences, I had always wanted to serve as 
a missionary. The parish is called Our Lady of Hope in 
Bunkpurugu.
While on the way, the confrere told me about the conflict 
that was going on, in that area chieftaincy conflict. I did 
not understand why people would fight for chieftaincy 
as I compared it with Kenyan chiefs.   At the same time, 
the confrere told me not to be worried. As a disciple of 
Jesus, I remembered the words of Jesus to his disciples 
‘Do not fear, I will be with you always.’ I was eager to meet 
the people I was sent to. This prevented any fear within 
me until I would experience it myself.  From 2pm no one 
was supposed to be out of the house, it was curfew time. 
To my surprise, the curfew never helped anything as at 
any time the war could break out. So, going out was a 
problem. 
During the conflict, I had to become the cook of the 
community and at the same time I cooked for the refugees 
who were hiding in the house since our cook would not 
come to work due to fear. It was hard, especially to cook 
for them Tizet (the local ugali) on a gas cooker as was used 
to cook on  three stones back at home, especially when 
cooking for many people. In the house, the refugees 
had to be separated depending from which group they 
were since there was fear that they might fight in the 
compound. 
It was during the time of learning the language. I would 
sometimes attend the class once in a week or sometimes 
even not at all as the teacher would run away with his 
family in fear of being killed, as he belonged to another 
clan. Even what I learnt was very hard to practice, as 
there was no one willing to listen to me or ready to help. 
Likewise, I feared going out as one could not tell when the 
war would start. Each time when a fight broke out people 
would run away from town.
I remember one time I was very sick in the house and for 

at least 24 hours, there 
were bullets all over the 
area. I needed to go to the 
hospital. The community 
car was not around. My 
fellow stagiaire had to risk 
and take me on the motor 
bike to the hospital; we 
passed like thieves while 
the bullets flew over us. 
As we went, there was a lot of panic in the community 
as they were afraid. They kept calling us on the way until 
we managed to enter in the hospital. The war stopped in 
April after the ritual of blood burial.
On my arrival, I wanted to make the youth self-sufficient. 
This was my intention. I built two local bakeries, out of 
clay, to teach them how to bake cake, bread, buns and 
cookies so that they could sell them in the local schools 
and at the market. At first many came but only women 
were interested as men feared walking around. After 
some time they stopped as they said that it was tiresome. 
Like any other youth who want money without working it 
was the same with our youth. I never gave up; I continued 
to bake alone especially for the community.
I also worked with the children in the parish. I taught them 
drama, catechism, justice and peace issues and integrity 
of creation in class. We managed to plant trees in some 
outstations as one way to take care of our creation. The 
days that we met, everyone had to come with polythene 
paper. This was one way to take care of the environment. 
It might to be a little thing but I compared it with the 
mustard seed. I also visited other outstations on Sundays 
especially where it was impossible to go during the week.
In addition, I participated in the justice and peace effort 
and integrity of creation by attending peace walks and 
peace meetings that were held around. My work here 
was to listen, observe and capture the videos of what 
was happening. Though the community was complicated 
at the beginning, frequently I remembered the words of 
Jesus to his disciples as they returned back; ‘do not be 
happy that all were subject to you but be happy that your 
name has been written in heaven’.

James Rioba (stagiaire)
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‘Baptism of Fire’

After I was sent to Nigeria, having already spent a 
month in Tamale, I started nurturing some internal 
fear about what my Apostolic Training or stage 

would look like. Still, with so many years in formation 
houses and already three years spent in a parish setup, 
I felt a little bit bolder to venture into it with its surprises 
both encouraging and challenging, with determination to 
learn more. The period of apostolic training is a holistic 
training moment predominantly pastoral and apostolic 
though the spiritual, community, human aspect cannot 
be under-estimated.
I landed in Nigeria on the 29th of August 2016, and I 
embarked on my Nigerian missionary experience with a 
lot of hope and dreams. I made up my mind to open up 
to the Nigerian ways of living, celebrating, relating which 
appeared very complex, conservatory and very Roman. As 
if the Catholic Church of Nigeria and the Missionaries of 
Africa exhibited a quite different style that I never met 
before. After a warm welcome and smooth initiation 
to the Nigerian general culture, I continued observing, 
learning and owning my new way of life. This took me 
more time than I foresaw to get acquainted not only with 
the language but also with life, liturgical, ecclesiastical, 
and social life.
On the 14th of September, Brother Nare Jean-Dieudonné 
and I were driven by the Stage Coordinator into Itasa for 
the language and cultural initiations. There we started 
with a ‘Baptism of Fire’. In truth, we benefitted from the 
best attention from the villagers and the teachers who all 
adopted us, helped us and taught us, without, any pretence 
I felt our relationship with the diocesan community was 
challenging sometimes. Diet wise, the pepper was my 
first headache plunging me from time to time into a little 

stomach upset. Hence 
after six months, despite 
the challenges we faced, I 
thank God I can now write, 
read and murmur some 
Yoruba sentences.
From the 17th of March 
therefore, I left the 
language immersion cite to 
fully become a member of 
my community. I thereby joined the Saint Vincent De Paul 
Community composed of three priests; Erasto, Gilbert, 
Erasto (the Superior) and my brother John Williams the 
second year stagiaire. They were very instrumental in 
facilitating the smooth transition. I therefore benefitted 
from their guidance, support, directives and had ample 
time to observe before getting effectively involved in the 
active ministry.
I came to understand how a better spiritual life was 
the back bone for the best quality of presence of any 
missionary community in a mission zone. We prayed most 
often together, meditated together, and carried along our 
private, community and parish intentions, not forgetting 
those of our country host, Mother Nigeria. Recollections, 
either private or common, seasoned our spiritual walk. 
In truth I discovered that a praying community becomes 
more fruitful since Jesus himself takes over any endeavor 
and perfects it despite our human weaknesses and 
failures.
Our community life was encouraging despite the fact 
that each had a personality and a character that might 
need to be leveled for any witnessing community life. 
Hence our “happy hours” set on Fridays were community 

Edimond Ouedraogo
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recreation periods. In no time I learned to play scrabble 
and excelled very soon. We shared a lot and laughed 
as much as we could during meals and the excursions. I 
became determined to use my own talents to enhance 
our community life as I was introduced to gardening, 
taking care of our fish ponds, watering and pruning our 
beautiful surrounding. I realized that community life was 
never an achievement but a daily effort which entails a 
lot of sacrifices, letting go, communication, consultation, 
forgiveness and charity above all. The most challenging 
aspect for me at my age with the stronger convictions I 
have come to foster out of experience was when I felt 
misunderstood or misinterpreted for expressing them. 
My consolation came from my inner conviction about the 
good I intended. 
The apostolic and pastoral insertion came slowly after the 
period granted to me to observe. I felt very much more 
involved and appreciated when I remained with Virgilius 
Kawama, my new community animator and Parish 
priest after July 2010, as Gilbert and Jonathan were on 
leave. For me, this would be the climax of my two years 
apostolic training. I felt more useful and engaged. Apart 
from being allowed to drive, while remaining the eyes 
and ears of my community, I worked very closely with 
him. Even when I failed, I felt understood and drew more 
lessons than feeling blamed and belittled. Thereafter I 
was assigned some duties and activities.  In the Nigerian 
context, I realized that, the Brother or stagiaire that I am 
has very little credibility and was most often forgotten by 
the chaplain. Contrarily to my former experiences where 
the Brother played an intermediary role, coordinating 
various movements together with the chaplains and 
the communities. At first I felt to be a passive observer. 
This was luckily to change very soon. Still, inviting myself 
into some of the meetings I freely made my points 
with flexibility. Besides, working with the groups was a 
challenging and constructive instance as I learned a lot 
from them. Working with kids for instance is something I 
learned to enjoy. The communion service was one of my 
strongest moments during which I brought Jesus to the 
sick or the elders. It was also sometimes an occasion to 

venture into Yoruba reading. Briefly, none withstanding 
the great help of my community, I would surely never 
have enjoyed any of those activities. Hence I realized how 
important communication can facilitate any community 
common pastoral insertion into a milieu. Any quid pro 
quo always led to unnecessary tensions that could only 
be solved with the equation of communication.
Living up to the evangelical virtues, was a day to day 
effort with the incommensurable help of the community, 
the spiritual companion and the spiritual life. More than 
the majority of our Christian faithful being female in 
gender, working with the youth had therefore exposed 
me to the challenges of living a chaste and celibate life. 
This proved how important the rule of three of Cardinal 
Lavigerie is so efficient in strengthening a mutual support 
and assistance through open sharing of different and 
divergent experiences for a better common witness. The 
allowances I received from the Society helped me a lot 
to cover my personal needs, cover my fuel expenses and 
even share with the poorer than I. My personal attitude 
of explaining my ideas, defending them till I am convinced 
of something else and taking my time to do what I have to 
do was not understood earlier on. It was painfully, I felt I 
was wrongly interpreted by some. Still I learned to adapt 
myself to different characters, diligently making my point 
without falling into hypocrisy.

In short, the stage for me was a constructive experience 
of profound and direct involvement into a concrete 
missionary community. It was a period of deep immersion 
into the daily missionary and apostolic life with its 
challenges and joy. The pastoral training is indeed, a daily 
metamorphosis in the process of being All to All’, a true 
missionary that in a particular context, gets acculturated 
and inserted so as to efficiently work with the help of God 
and the community within a particular local church. He 
announces the Word of God and consequently breaks 
every chain of ignorance, injustice, abuse, corruption, 
pollution, tribalism and mental mutilation.  This is what 
I tried to do and live within the Nigerian context, starting 
from within myself to the littler extent I could reach.
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2016 was a year of blessing for the community of the Martyrs of Africa Formation House and for the whole society 
of the Missionaries of Africa at large. Thirteen “theologians” received the ministry of acolyte. Above all they 
renewed their declaration of intent, in a way re-committed themselves to their missionary vocation. Among 

them was one Tanzanian (William Budotela), two Congolese (Patient Ilunga Yav & Jean-Patient Ngandu), one Burundian 
(Donatien Mpawenayo), one Zambian ( Sydney Sinda), two Ethiopians Tewelde Gebremicheal & Gidey Mekonnin), one 
Togolese (Basile Adama), three Burkinabe ( Frederic Somba, Jean Kouraogo & Elisee Kabore) ,  one Kenyan (Edwin 
Obare) and one Ghanaian ( Richard Abobopuo). The mass was celebrated in our house and presided over by Martin 
Onyango, the former parish priest of Our Lady of Peace Parish who also represented the provincial of EAP on that day. 
The occasion was also graced by the community of the MSOLA in Nairobi and the Lavigerie family of Nairobi.  It was a 
moment of jubilation and of agape-sharing and witnessing. We ask the Lord to continue guiding these young confreres 
in their discernment process. May the good work He started in their lives come to fulfilment!

News from Formation Houses
Nairobi Formation House (Martyrs of Africa Formation House)

Acolyte ministry

For the past seven years Martyrs of Africa Formation House has been under construction. This work involved 
extension of living blocks and renovation of the kitchen to make it a suitable to our needs, but also construction 
of new administration offices, rooms for visitors and recreation and sitting rooms for students.  Much of this work 

was done due to the increasing number of students joining formation. We thank the Lord of harvest for sending more 
laborers into his vineyard. After a long time of hard work, construction work has been completed. Now, our house has 
a new outlook and is very spacious; it can accommodate up to forty students. We are grateful to the staff for their 
untiring efforts to make sure that our house is conducive for formation.

New building
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On the 10th December, 2016 the community of Fraternité Lavigerie witnessed an oath taking of nine confreres. 
The oaths were pronounced at the parish of Sainte Marie d’Agouèto of Abobo in Abidjan during Mass and 
received by Father Stanley Lubungo, Superior General. Confreres and many other priests, religious and lay 

people witnessed the event. 

At the same event, with the exception of Michael Mpindo who made his final oath as a Brother, our new confreres 
were ordained deacons by Bishop Willy Ngumbi, our confrere who is also Bishop of Kindu in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. In his homily, Bishop Ngumbi urged the newly committed confreres to place their total trust in the Lord 
especially when facing challenges and difficulties. Through the singing and utumpundu (acclamations), we felt and 
noticed the vibrant presence of the Zambian community living in Ivory Coast. They contributed to the joy of the event. 
The ceremony of Oath and Diaconate was concluded with a meal which took place in the community of Fraternité 
Lavigerie. The compound was full of joy which was expressed in songs and dances. 

We thank the Society of the Missionaries of Africa for calling these young men. We commend them to your prayerful 
support as we place them under the protection of Mary Immaculate, Queen of Africa. To you, our beloved new 
confreres, may God bless you and make successful and fruitful your missionary ministry. Congratulations and all the 
best! 

Abidjan Formation House 
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Blessing of Nairobi Formation House
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Celebrating Life (Nairobi)
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“Follow Me”

Before starting classes at Tangaza University College, 
our team decided to go out, to spend some time 
with the Lord at Bethany House (rest house for 

the Missionaries of Africa). Since I was to animate the 
recollection, I prepared a reflection on the theme “Follow 
Me”. I am glad to share with you, my fellow brothers of 
this noble Society, Missionaries of Africa.  The aim of this 
topic was to  help us align ourselves with the community 
project theme which was centered on discipleship, namely 
“We commit ourselves to grow in joyful discipleship” and 
entrust the our academic year into the hands of the Lord.
Discipleship entails to be a follower in doing and reflecting 
upon things. According to the African Bible, a disciple is a 
follower of Jesus Christ. He is a learner, a pupil, a student 
of Jesus the teacher. As such, a disciple is required to 
be always under Jesus Christ, their teacher, so that, one 
can learn from him and become like him in word and 
deed. One cannot be one’s own disciple, that would-be 
narcissism or self-absorption which is often a fruit of 
solipsism.
The just ended Year of Mercy invited us as disciples of 
Jesus Christ to be merciful like the Father. It was a call to 
assimilate the qualities of our God, the father, gradually 
to start loving and forgiving others unconditionally like 
Him, and not just to wait to be forgiven or loved. The Year 
of Mercy was a call to maturity in our spiritual journey 
to start giving instead of just receiving. Henri Nouwen in 
his book, “The Return of the Prodigal Son” suggests that 
our spiritual journey can never be complete as long as 
the father remains outside. To interpret this in another 
way, we could say that so long as we keep following 
Jesus Christ from a distance or at our own convenience, 
we will lack maturity in our spiritual journey. It is to be 
like a student at university who does not attend lectures 
or study, yet they expect to perform well in an exam. It 
cannot happen for they are half-baked. It is a common 
sense that we cannot give what we don’t have. Indeed a 
tree is known by its fruit (Mt 7; 15-20). 
To be a disciple of Jesus Christ therefore requires us to be 
committed to our master and to develop a strong desire 
to be ever close as possible to Jesus Christ, our teacher. 
It is only when we cultivate an intimate relationship with 

him that we can learn 
from him and more and 
more become like him 
in word and deed. From 
there, we may conclude 
that discipleship implies 
the following; 
Call to conversion 
In discipleship, we are 
invited to change, to 
“metanoia”. We are 
called to let go of our old habits, desires, hopes, to let go 
of our attitudes and wills, so that, we can become new 
creatures in the likeness of our teacher Jesus Christ. As St 
Paul puts it in his letter to Thessalonians (5;5), brethren  
“we do not belong to night or darkness any more. Now 
we are children of light”.  In discipleship, we are invited 
to let go of hatred in exchange for love, of resentment for 
the sake of forgiveness, to lover our enemies and do good 
to them. Discipleship is therefore a call to letting go of 
our human comfort zones and securities for divine things, 
which really count in life. 
Call to mission 
In following Christ, we are given a mission to fulfill. We 
don’t just follow Christ aimlessly. Each of us is called 
to a particular mission or purpose; we are not called 
in vain. This can be manifested in our contribution and 
services that we render to our communities and places 
of apostolate. It is through our talents and giftedness 
that we can discover our mission. And the fact that, we 
are different people from different nations and cultural 
backgrounds, yet bonded together for a common purpose, 
that of serving our African brethren, manifests already 
diversity in our discipleship, i.e. our call to mission. 
St Paul highlights this more profoundly in his letter to 
the Ephesians (4; 11-13), when he says, “some Christ has 
appointed to be apostles, others to be prophets, others 
to be evangelists or pastors or teachers…”  Paul adds that, 
these various services help us to attain fuller knowledge of 
Christ and also to grow in perfect manhood proportioned 
to his. As a society, in our various communities we are 
therefore called to embrace each other and treat one 

John William Nkhoma
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another with respect as children of one family, who 
complement one another and share a common purpose. 
Attitudes of a Disciple 
Prayer
Without cultivating a deep personal relationship with our 
teacher Jesus Christ, our Christian life loses its meaning. 
Without prayer life, we fail to understand the reason 
why we should be obedient to our superiors, why we 
should be celibate or live a simple life style. Everything 
becomes meaningless without a life rooted in prayer.  
Prayer gives meaning to everything we do as disciples of 
Jesus Christ. And prayer is the only mode in which we can 
communicate with our teacher Jesus Christ, listen to him, 
speak to him, share with him our sorrows and joys, seek 
and receive the strength that we require on our spiritual 
journey to maturity as his disciples. All this makes prayer 
a number one that a disciple needs to develop. 
Detachment
“If you wish to be perfect, go, and sell what you have and 
give to the poor, and you will  have treasure in heaven. 
Then, come follow me” ( Mt 19;21)
Henri Nouwen in his book “The Wounded Healer” says 
that in our own woundedness we can become a source of 
life for others. All we need to do is to accept our past and 

move on. Our past sad experiences, desires, attitudes, 
habits, convictions, values, beliefs…etc sometimes block 
us from following Christ closely. We get so attached to 
this, to the extent that we don’t want to learn ways of 
living the gospel. We have to learn to examine these 
things to see if they have anything to do with the gospel 
values.  This is of great help in our desire to follow 
Christ. As Henri Nouwen says, letting go of our undesired 
beliefs, attitudes or getting healed from traumatic past 
experiences help us to grow in our spiritual life, but also 
put us in a better position to help us others who might 
have the similar challenges. 
Gratitude
Gratitude is one of the must-have attitudes for a disciple. 
The short phrase “thank you” can be very liberating 
than a whole speech. According to MJ Ryan in her book 
Attitudes of gratitude, to be appreciative in life is of 
great value. A gratitude attitude lets go of bitterness and 
resentment. It opens our hearts and draws us to people. 
It makes us joyful people, disciples. Through gratitude we 
learn to appreciate God’s love in our lives and those of 
others, and to respond accordingly with love as a sign of 
our gratitude. A good disciple therefore must learn to be 
grateful. 
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Street children are among the most vulnerable 
and marginalized people in our society. They 
are desperate children who live in unspeakable, 

inhumane conditions; they have no food, no shelter, no 
education, no medical care, no water… their clothes are 
rugs. Day in and day out, they roam around in our streets 
looking for alms from people of good will. The streets 
are their homes and source of living.  Certainly, the living 
standard of street children appeal for a social action; 
it calls any lover of humanity, 
individuals, communities, 
organizations, companies 
and governments to do 
something in order to 
transform their lives, 
to rescue them 
from begging, 
from spending 
nights in the 
cold under 
b r i d g e s , 
a n d 
f r o m 
d r u g s 
a n d 
s u b s t a n c e 
abuse or from 
forced crimes. 
Mary Immaculate 
Rehabilitation Centre 
(MIRC) is one of such 
organization that has 
come to the rescue of 
street children. It is a Catholic 
Church organization, run and 
founded by Sisters of Mercy in 1995. 
I would like to start my sharing with a brief history of MIRC.  
According to Jack (the Manager of MIRC), the centre was 
founded in 1995 by Sisters of Mercy. It recruits street 
boys who are found on the streets of Nairobi with the 

intention of reforming 
and reintegrating them 
back into the society. 
This process is done over 
a   period of one year; 
thereafter, the boys 
are reintegrated back 
into their families. In 
the period in-between, 

the centre makes connections 
with parents or relatives of 

the street boys; but also 
teaches them vocational 

skills of carpentry, 
building and joinery. 

They also learn 
how to cook, 

wash clothes, 
and make 

beds and 
e v e n 

gardening.  
I was amazed 

to see the 
way they share 

duties or meals 
or come together 

for recreation. There 
is unity among them, 

and more importantly 
they have concern for each 

another. They are a community 
built on God’s love. I feel and see 

this every time I visit them. It is gracious to realize that, 
a life of begging, scavenging, begging or spending nights 
in the cold, drug-use and sale and forced crimes, has not 
taken away their humanness, their love for one another, 
their desire to live together in harmony. They are living 

�e street children’s lifestyle is a 
Testimony of God’s Love

John William Nkhoma
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witnesses of joyful discipleship.  I could go on and on, 
describing how the street boys live at MIRC, because it is 
just liberating to realize that everybody is loveable, and 
everyone is capable of sharing God’s love with others.   
Joys 
I find so much joy at MIRC.  I admire the work of mercy 
that the Sisters of Mercy started twenty years ago, their 
initiative has transformed the lives of many street boys, 
who are now independent and self-reliant in mainstream 
society. To be part of Jesus’ mission of proclaiming liberty 
to the captives, the oppressed and the needy, of bringing 
transformation into the lives of the excluded groups of the 
society, gives me a sense of fulfillment in my life. Second, 
I find joy in the life style of 
these boys themselves at 
MIRC. The way these 
teenagers lead their 
life is a testimony of 
God’s love. As I have 
already indicated 
above, they love 
one another 
and live 
together 
as if 
t h e y 
w e r e 
c h i l d r e n 
of the same 
p a r e n t s .  
Initially, I was 
anxious of how I 
would fit into their 
life or interact with 
them.  With time, my 
anxiety disappeared. It 
is of no use because I have 
found God’s love among these 
boys at MIRC. I give a lot of credit to the staff members 
of MIRC; they are doing a wonderful job of mercy. All this 
has nourished my spiritual life, my understanding of God’s 
love; at the same time, it has given me a chance to share 

my faith, love and joy with these boys.  
Lastly, my apostolate has been very helpful in my 
academic work.  My course is concerned with faith’s 
application into concrete social issues facing Africa and 
the world today. The increasing number of street children 
is one of the social issues that the world is facing today. 
MIRC, therefore, is an ideal place both for my studies and 
spiritual life. It gives me an opportunity to put into action 
what I believe and what I learn at school.  This nourishes 
both my faith and my knowledge by transforming them   
into action. 
Challenges
Language is the only problem that I am currently facing 

at MIRC. Expect for a few; the 
majority of the boys speak 

Swahili. This makes it difficult 
for me to interact freely 

and deeply with some 
of them, considering 

that my knowledge 
of Swahili is very 

limited. In the 
near future, I 

believe this 
is going to 
c h a n g e ; 

b e c a u s e 
gradually I 

have started 
picking up some 

words in Swahili. 
I spend part of my 

time at MIRC learning 
Swahili from these boys. 

All things being equal, I am 
very happy to be MIRC and 

to work with the street boys, in 
particular. It gives a sense of joy 

to be part and parcel of a life-giving mission. I believe this 
the core of my vocation, to give life to the marginalized.   



18

Tamtam 2017 Growing in Joyful Discipleship

Chers frères, de partout où vous êtes, recevez mes 
salutations

Cet article est 
juste une 
invitation sinon 

un encouragement 
à être et à demeurer 
vrais avec soi-même. 
Ci-dessous une petite 
histoire dans laquelle 
je désire transmettre 
mon message à propos 
du bienfait quand on est 

vrais avec soi-même. Il est fort probable que beaucoup 
d’entre vous ont déjà  entendu cette histoire, mais son 
message reste d’ actualité.

      C’était une fois dans un beau village du Mali appelé 
Bandiagara dans lequel vivait un vieux roi au nom 
de Amba Ine Banou. Il était riche et d’une bonne 
réputation. Mais une seule chose manquait à ce 
fameux roi, un héritier royal. Cette situation inquiétait 
beaucoup les gent du village.

     Un jour le roi rassembla tous les sages du village pour 
penser à la possibilité de trouver un héritier digne 
de l’être parmi les jeunes hommes dudit village. Les 
sages sélectionnèrent dix jeunes hommes beaux, 
forts et prêts à accueillir le statut d’héritier royal de 
Bandiagara. Après toute une série d’épreuves, tous les 
dix candidats s’étaient montrés dignes d’ être future roi 
de Bandiagara. Le choix était très difficile car il fallait 
trouver un seul prince parmi les dix. Le roi prit encore 
la décision de rassembler tous les sages du village pour 
trouver une solution a cet effet.

     Après le conseil de sages, le roi sortit avec dix grains 
de maïs qu’il distribua a tout un chacun de dix jeunes 
et leur demanda d’aller planter et de ramener la jeune 
plante de maïs après deux semaines. Cependant, 

après les deux semaines, tous les jeunes apportèrent 
la jeune plante de maïs comme c’était demandé à 
l’exception d’une seule personne. Alors, le roi organisa 
une très grande fête et invitât les chefs de villages 
voisins afin  d’être témoins du choix de son héritier. 
C’était une grande célébration a laquelle tous les neuf 
jeunes donnèrent leur jeune plante de maïs. Quand le 
dixième s’approcha du roi tout peureux d’être sans la 
jeune plante du maïs, il se mit à dire la vérité selon son 
Cœur sans chercher trop à se justifier. Il dit au roi; mon 
seigneur, j ai tout fait avec le grain de maïs que vous 
m’aviez donné. Je l’ai planté dans la bonne terre de 
notre champs, j l’ai arrosé  comme il se doit mais sans 
résultat. S’il vous plait mon roi ne me faites pas du mal. 
Et le roi le regarda pendant quelques instants, puis il 
s’approcha de lui, il l’embrassa et dit au publique voici 
votre prochain roi digne et honnête. Tout le monde était 
étonné et dit: “ Ce n’est pas possible lui qui a gaspillé 
le grain de maïs et le roi le  choisi comme héritier de 
son trône. Le roi regarda la foule avec tendresse et leur 
dit les grains de maïs que j’ai donné à ces jeunes gens  
étaient des maïs bouillis, est-t-il possible pour eux de 
pousser?”

         Chers frères, jouissons de la vie en tant que nous sans 
vivre la vie en hypocrisie surtout nous qui sommes en 
formation. Souvenez-vous de l adage qui dit: “Mieux 
vaut être haï pour ce que l’on est que d’être aimé pour 
ce que l’on est pas. N’ayons pas peur de montrer à notre 
Seigneur Jésus-Christ nos qualités et nos limites pour 
qu’il puisse en faire tout ce qu’il voudra. Souvenez-
vous que dans toutes les communautés ou maisons 
de formation dans lesquelles nous nous retrouvons, 
nous sommes entrain de faire une expérience de vie. 
Cependant, cette expérience peut être positive ou 
négative, mais ce qui est le plus important c’est la 
maturité que l’on obtient de cette expérience. Alors 
soyons vrais avec nous-mêmes. 

Soyez et Demeurez vrais avec 
vous-même

Patient ILUNGA YAV dit Jean-Paul
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Audace Niyonsaba

When I look at my pastoral experience as 
whole, I realise that it has been all about 
encounters:  encounter with the person 

of Jesus, encounter with others and encounter 
with myself. Through different events, people and 
circumstances I saw the hand of God at work. I was 
constantly called to reach out to others: visiting the sick 
and prisoners, consoling the afflicted and the dying and 
trying to restore hope and love in some people who 
looked hopeless and bitter. I was also strengthened, 
supported and helped by people of different walks 
of life that I met, lived and worked with. My life has 
constantly been sustained by the life of Christ, the 
Incarnate and Risen Lord.
However, at the end of my pastoral experience, I did not 
only carry with me the great joy and love I experienced, 
I also still had a great question that I carried with me: 
“How can I become a missionary to my own family?” 
And this question was linked with the tragic death of 
my younger brother who comes immediately after me.
It was on 23rd September, 2014 around 18:45 hours 
when I received a phone call from home notifying my 
young brother’s death. I was shocked, paralyzed by 
that sad news. I cried and shed a lot of tears. I could 
not eat or sleep that day. I was numbed. Fortunately, I 
was able to write in my journal and express my feelings 
to my young brother and to God before I did to others. 
When I reflect on my young brother’s death, I find 
that it did not paralyze me as it was the case with my 
parents. I received support from different sources: my 
community, my spiritual director, confreres and my 
fellow stagiaires, and above all my personal prayer. All 
this helped me not to fall into depression or despair. I 
developed a deep awareness of hope and trust. I felt 

that God, who loves 
me so much, cannot 
let me struggle alone. 
He has made himself 
concrete through the 
supports and prayers 
of so many people. 
These people have 
indeed revealed to me 
God’s unfailing help. I 
felt stronger and able to 
console and strengthen others as I was myself consoled 
and strengthened. This is what I tried to live during my 
pastoral experience. I tried to be generous, to love and 
accept others with a conviction that the more I love, 
the more I will be loved and so on.
However, where did my parents find consolation? Who 
helped them to cope with the tragic death of their son? 
Did they find help as I did? What kind of help can I be to 
them?So as I wasgoing home, I wanted my stay there 
to be fruitful, to be a mission. I wanted to become a 
missionary even at my own home. I wanted to share 
with the family my pastoral experience by helping 
them to see the love of God in every situation as I tried 
to do to others. I felt that my pastoral experience could 
only become fruitful by sharing not only in words but 
also in deeds  what I had experienced and lived. I felt 
that to become a missionary to my own family meant 
to bring hope and light where despair and darkness 
were reigning. This is what I carried with me at the end 
of my pastoral experience and it is still my conviction. If 
we become missionaries to our own families, they will 
as well become missionaries together with us.

Can I also become a Missionary to my 
own family?



20

Tamtam 2017 Growing in Joyful Discipleship

WHO IS A PRIEST?

A priest is a person ordained 
to act as a mediator 
between God and humanity; 

administering sacraments and 
preaching, while Priesthood is a 
vocation with a special anoiting. 
God, throughout the ages, has been 
encountering His people and has 
been communicating His love to 
us human beings through His own 
creation; above all, He showered 
us with His grace and unconditional 
love through His only Son who is 
the alpha and omega, Jesus Christ; 
A perfect priest and model of all 
the priests, a perfect teacher of 
humanity. God sent his only son to 
the world, and Jesus himself willed 
to become one of us through the incarnation. Imagine 
how simple and humble Jesus is to come down to our 
level from such a distance. This was not all; he has 
shown us how practical he could be in his promises and 
teachings.
He has always been one with those who are 
marginalized, oppressed, and rejected by us. He has 
always been putting his feet into his friends’ shoes, 
people who were casted out by the conservative 
society of that time, and Jesus is reminding today’s 
society, you and me not to repeat the same attitude. 
But today, who of us would do so, to mingle with the 
poor, widows and widowers, orphans and prostitutes? 
Jesus was and is a true priest who lived out his priestly 
vocation (Heb.6:19-20, 7: 12-22). He is a real reflection 
of the love of God for the world. He is a perfect priest 
who sacrifices everything that is dear to him for the 
betterment of his neighbors. He is full of overflowing 
love attracting the unloved ones.  He is love itself. He is 
a true friend who could forget himself for the sake of his 
friends. Jesus is a priest with a heart full of compassion. 
That is why we read in the scripture that Jesus was filled 
with compassion when his friend Lazarus died. Actually 
the scripture tells us that” Jesus wept” (Jn.11:35). By 

the way this is the shortest verse in the whole Bible.

So this is the vocation to which Jesus is calling all the 
priests. This is a special vocation in the sense that a 
priest is a servant of his flock, an example of that perfect 
love Jesus lavished upon him through the anointing 
during his ordination. A priest, in all his limited ways, is 
supposed to be reflecting the life of Jesus; imitating Him 
in all aspects in as much as possible despite his human 
weaknesses. He is expected to be a Christian striving 
towards that overflowing love of Jesus, in order to love 
others as Jesus himself did. He must not remain in his 
small “village” (horizon) where he was living before he 
received this special grace of priesthood. He should 
know that he is another Christ and a new creation 
after ordination. This does not mean that he ceases to 
be a human being. No, not at all; but rather he must 
strive for the fulfillment of his humanity. Christianity is 
all about doing the extra. It is trying to go beyond our 
human limits and discover what it means to be a true 
disciple of Christ. If a priest does not try to do so, then 
there is no point in becoming a priest.
Like a baptized, a priest is a king, but at the same time 
he is a servant. Therefore the question is “what kind of 
priest do I want to be? What do I want in becoming a 
priest”? Our motivations have to be clear and genuine. If 

Who is a Priest?
Lema Dadi
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our motivations are contrary to what I have mentioned 
above, then we are only kings, not servants. Like it or 
not we are abusing that trust God gave us as priests to 
serve Him through serving His people. What happens 
when we start acting only as kings, is that no one can 
come to our level and we cannot go down to their level 
either. So we are creating a gap between the king and 
the servants, which is not the characteristic of Jesus’ 
teaching. We are exactly doing the contrary to what 
Jesus did. HE came down from heaven to eliminate the 
gap that existed between God and us, and he wants 
all his priests to be doing the same (in as much as they 
can). A priest who is too high, who cannot mingle with 
the little once, cannot fill that gap we are talking about. 
A priest who is obsessed by “sitting on high” is not 
worthy of Christ.

 Pope Francis in his Apostolic Exhortation ‘Evangelii 
Gaudium’ (#47) made it clear that “the church is 
not a tollhouse; it is the house of the Father, where 

there is a place for everyone, with all their problems”. 
A church is a place where everybody is supposed to feel 
at home. It is a place of refuge for the ‘homeless’ in 
spirit and a priest is a facilitator of that same refugee 
camp. He is in charge in the sense that he organizes, 
he guides and makes them feel at home. He is not 
supposed to be on top, but among, not only a king but 
a servant.
A parish priest is a Shepherd of his flock (parishioners). 
A good shepherd not just any kind of shepherd. He 
is a shepherd who cares for his sheep. The one who 
accommodates all; a man of prayer who is supposed to 
see his parishioners in his prayers and attract them to 
God. He is supposed to be a father who comforts, who 
is present at any time to welcome the troubled and the 
confused in life.
In some families, there are some fathers and mothers 
who are really a cross or crosses to their children 
and the family as a whole. And these children need 
protection and affection. But they are not getting this 
affection they need. So if they don’t get this care they 
need from their own parents, whom do they go to? 
In most cases the church is a place where we can find 
consolation and boost our energies from. So when we 
are in this situation, we run to the church. Of course 
running to the church alone is not a solution, we need 
someone who represents the church and attends to us 
to share our pains and loneliness.
And so a priest is privileged to be that person. But if a 
priest is someone who punishes small boys/girls just 

because of pushing their fellow friend as they were 
playing around, if he is someone who shouts when 
he sees small mistake made by a parishioner instead 
of correcting them gently, if he is someone who likes 
that people bowed down for him every time and is 
not humble enough to let go of his pride, then what 
is the difference between the so called “irresponsible 
fathers and mothers” I have mentioned above and 
himself? What extra mile did he go, first as a Christian 
and secondly as a priest? I don’t think this is a kind of 
priest Jesus is looking for. To be a priest according to 
Jesus is, to deny oneself and be ready for the mission. 
Once you accept this, it means no self glory anymore. 
To be such a person demands leaving all our comfort 
zones and be ready to be comforters. Don’t think this 
is to be easy, not at all. In fact it is very difficult. It is all 
about forgetting oneself and caring for the other, it is a 
matter of bringing light in the midst of darkness, peace 
in the midst of chaos and hope to those who have no 
one to go to.
Generally speaking, a priest is respected in most 
societies even in non-Christian societies; in some places 
more and in  other less. To be respected is a privilege. 
So now the question comes, what does a priest do with 
this privilege he receives from the people? In most 
cases this privilege is abused. Instead of paying back 
good for the privilege he received, he ends up taking 
advantage of it. Instead of making the crosses of his 
friends simple and easy, he adds more crosses on his 
friends.
As Catholics, we believe that at any time when the mass 
is celebrated; Jesus is present in the Holy Eucharist 
which is celebrated reverently by the priest. We also 
believe that a priest is a representative of Jesus during 
the celebration of the Eucharist. That is why the validity 
of the Eucharist does not depend on the holiness of the 
priest. That is why no matter how sinful the priest is, if 
he says mass, the mass is valid, because it is God who 
sanctifies everything through the priest. Not the priest 
himself. So a priest is an image of Jesus on earth and 
should “act as Jesus” would have acted.
Jesus has never been a cross to anybody, instead he tells 
us “come to me those of you whose burden is heavy, 
and I will give you rest for my yoke is light” …..Jesus 
simplifies our problems; he makes us free not slaves. 
He wants to see us dignified, not disgraced. He rejoices 
when fortunes come our way. He likes when his friends 
are up-lifted, he hates the suffering of everyone he has 
died for. Then why can’t we do the same? 
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 The Offering  

The Baptist 
preacher just 
finished his 

sermon for the day 
and proceeded 
toward the back of 
the church for his 
usual greetings and 
handshaking as the 
congregation left 

the church. After shaking a few adult hands he 
came upon the seven year old son of one of the 
Deacons of the church. 
      "Good morning, Jonathan," the preacher said 
as he reached out to shake Jonathan’s hand. 
      As he was doing do he felt something in the 
palm of Jonathan's hand. "What's this?" the 
preacher asked.     
      "Money," said Jonathan with a big smile on his 
face, "It's for you!"    
      "I don't want to take your money, Jonathan," 
the preacher answered.   
      "I want you to have it," said Jonathan. After a 
short pause Jonathan continued, "My daddy says 
you're the poorest preacher we ever had and I 
want to help you."

 Clergy and the Barber 

A Rabbi went to the barber shop. After his hair 
cut, he got ready to pay the barber and the 
barber said, "No Rabbi, I don't charge the clergy 
for haircuts." So the next morning the barber 
found a loaf of Jewish rye bread outside of his 
door step. 
       
      A couple of days past and a Catholic priest 
came in to get his hair cut. He got ready to pay 
and the barber said, "No Father, I don't charge 

the clergy for hair cuts." So the next morning he 
found a bottle of wine outside his front door step. 
       
      A couple of days later the Baptist preacher 
came in to get his hair cut and when he got ready 
to pay the barber said, "No Reverend, I don't 
charge the clergy for their hair cuts." So the next 
morning, the barber found 15 Baptist preachers 
on his doorstep, ready to get their hair cut!

 Secret Sin 

Three pastors went to the pastor convention and 
were all sharing one room. The first pastor said, 
"Let's confess our secret sins one to another. I'll 
start - my secret sin is I just love to gamble. When 
I go out of town, it's cha-ching cha-ching, let the 
machines ring."
      The second pastor said, "My secret sin is that 
I just hate working. I copy all my sermons from 
those given by other pastors." 
       
      The third pastor said, "My secret sin is 
gossiping and, oh boy, I just can't wait to get out 
of this room!"

 Boring Pastor  

An elderly woman walked into the local country 
church. The friendly usher greeted her at the door 
and helped her up the flight of steps. "Where 
would you like to sit?" he asked politely. 
       
      "The front row please." she answered. 
       
      "You really don't want to do that", the usher 
said. "The pastor is really boring." 
       
      "Do you happen to know who I am?" the 
woman inquired. 

Jokes!!!
Niteesh Ekka
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      "No." he said. 
       
      "I'm the pastor's mother," she replied 
indignantly. 
       
      "Do you know who I am?" he asked. 
       
      "No." she said. 
       
      "Good", he answered.

 The Answer 

A new pastor moved into town and went out 
one Saturday to visit his parishioners. All went 
well until he came to one house. It was obvious 

that someone was home, but no one came to the 
door even after he had knocked several times. 
Finally, he took out his card and wrote on the 
back: Revelation 3:20 and stuck it in the door. 
       
      The next day, as he was counting the offering 
he found his card in the collection plate. Below 
his message was the notation Genesis 3:10. 
       
      Revelation 3:20 reads: "Behold I stand at the 
door and knock. If any man hear my voice, and 
opens the door, I will come in to him, and will 
dine with him, and he with me." 
       
      Genesis 3:10 reads: "And he said, I heard thy 
voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I 
was naked."

Rabelas Christopher

Nasa Diyos ang awa, 
nasa tao ang gawa. 
(Philipino proverb) 
God helps those who 
help themselves (English 
translation)  
Interpretation:  
Insufficient we ask for 
mercy from God without 
doing, we need to devote 
the effort, perseverance and hard to attain 
the desired grace.



Our Founder

Our Apostolate

Our Apostolate

Our Apostolate

The Missionaries of Africa were founded in 1868 
by Cardinal Charles Lavigerie, the then Archibishop 
of Algiers and Apostolic Delegate to Africa. Born in 
Bayonne (South of France) on the 31st October 1825, 
Lavigerie was ordained to the priesthood in 1849 and 
became an infl uen� al man.

He became professor of Church History at the 
Sorbonne, director of the works of oriental schools, 
auditor of the Tribunal of the Rota in Rome. His Love 
for Africa and the dignity of its people led him to sow 
the seed of the Good News and to champion a robust 
campaign against the slave trade on the con� nent. He 
later came to be known as “the Apostle of all African 
slaves”.

The Interna� onal Conference of Brussels adopted 
his sugges� ons as the best means to achieve the 
aboli� on of the slave trade. With the full support 
and blessings of Pope Leo XIII, Lavigerie convened 
the Congress of Paris and diligently influenced the 
outcome of its delibera� ons. “To save Africa, we must 
raise the anger of the world“, he said. As a man of 
wisdom and foresight, Lavigerie explicitly instructed 
his missionaries: 

“The Missionaries must chiefl y be ini� ators, the 
las� ng work should be done by Africans them-selves 
when they become Chris� ans: and apostles.”

When he died on November 26, 1892 his missionaries 
had spread to North, West, Central and South Africa.

Priest and Brother Candidates
Preparatory Year: 6 months of discernment.
PHASE 1: 3 years of Philosophy, Social Sciences, Holy
Scriptures, and other subjects
PHASE 2: 1 year of Spiritual forma� on in Kasama
(Zambia), or Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso) or 
Arusha (Tanzania)

Besides being a bap� sed, confi rmed and prac� sing
Catholic, the candidate must: 
• Feel a CALL to become a Missionary. 
• Have the desire to know and love Jesus.
• Be ready to leave his home country and work in 
other countries in Africa. 
• have a good health 
• Fulfi l the standard requirements for entry into the
university whether in Sudan, Uganda, Tanzania or
Kenya
(preference: with C+ or above)
• have a good moral life
• get in touch with the Voca� ons Animator to get 
more details; the earlier the be© er.
• be ready to learn languages and live in another 
culture.

Our voca� on is to proclaim and build the Kingdom of 
God among the peoples of Africa. We are Witnesses of 
Unity, Jus� ce and Peace. We work outside our home
countries, keen to share the life and culture of the
people to whom we are sent.
Wherever we are, we engage in the following 
missionary ac� vi� es:
• Primary evangelisa� on in areas where there are few
Chris� ans.
• Dialogue with other religions, especially Islam and
African Tradi� onal Religions.
• Promo� ng Jus� ce and Peace, Reconcilia� on and
Integrity of Crea� on.
• Improving the lives of the poor and marginalised.
• Forming lay people to become dedicated apostles
among their own people.
• Promo� ng voca� ons and missionary awareness
among the people with whom we are in contact

Novicces in formation (Arusha, Tanzania)

Br. Vitus & Br. Clybe in Nairobi

Fr. Maralf from Mexico on Mission in Ghana

WHO ARE THE MISSIONARIES 
OF AFRICA

Growing in Joyful Discipleship
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P. O. Box 21030 00500
City Square Nairobi
email: 
wito4africa@yahoo

Tel:
+254 704859997
+254735558832

�en contact the Vocations Director in Kenya
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OrdinatiOrdinatiOrdina on of Fr. Douglas OgFr. Douglas OgFr ato in Kisii o in Kisii 
by Bishop Joseph Mairura (29th Julyly, 2016)ly, 2016)ly

THE MISSIONARIESIONARIESION
OF AFRICA

(WHITE FATHERS)FATHERS)FA

The The ordaining Bishop, Joseph Mairura. exprpressed his 
joy joy that one of his own sons from the diocese diocese of Kisii Kisii 
has rhas responded to the call of missionary life. e. 

We are 1308 priests and brothers in 711 communi�es, 
present in 93 African dioceses.
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