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Dear Readers, 

Once again St. Martin of Tours Formation House wishes to share with you its 

experiences and knowledge through its annual magazine, Gong-Gong. It is 

with our sincere hope that this year‟s edition will add value to your knowl-

edge and pastoral assets.  

Throughout history, human sciences have revealed the fact that humans are 

social beings. Nobody is an island on this planet. We need each other and we 

ought to network for a good living. Contemporary globalization is inevitable 

and has made possible this rapprochement between humans. With the modern 

development of means of transportation and communication such as internet, 

the world has become a „global village‟. One could have breakfast in Accra and have his dinner in Kigali or 

having dinner Nairobi and following morning have breakfast in Madrid. Through social media such as Face-

book, Twiter, Instagramm, WhatsApp and what have you, one could instantly know what is happening in the 

remotest hamlet of the Congo equatorial forest. Media houses such as Aljazeera, CNN, France 24 among oth-

ers, make known current events as they happen. With such advancement in transport and communication sec-

tors, people get closer to each other, become interested and want to get involved in what is happening in the 

other parts of this planet-Earth.  

The rapid advancement of means of transport and communication has brought about progress and good living. 

However, you will agree with me that the more we technologically advance, the more our planet-Earth suffers 

due to human negligence.  When it comes to fostering values of justice, peace and integrity of creation, man‟s 

„I don‟t care‟ attitude stands as a hindrance to good living. Global terrorism, religious radicalism, political 

bickering, illegal mining among others, form our today‟s challenge. It is high time we change. Humankind 

ought to change. I recall the words of late Wangari Maathai, Founder of Green Belt Movement in Kenya and 

Nobel Prize Laureate who once said: “Today we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our think-

ing, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system. We are called to assist the Earth to heal her 

wounds and in the process heal our own-indeed to embrace the whole of creation in all its diversity, beauty 

and wonder. Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy and peace are indivisible is an idea whose 

time has come.” Wangari is totally right. 

Today if we want a better world, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation stand as prerequisites to good living. 

To sustain these ingredients, we need „strong institutions, not strong individuals‟ to re-call the words of the 

then President of the United States, Barack Obama during his visit to Ghana in July, 2009. Good living will 

not reach us on silver platter. We are to fight for it. Indeed, good living presupposes Justice, Peace and Integ-

rity of Creation. The choice is ours; to choose life or death.  

On the behalf of St Martin of Tours Formation House, I wish you a good and enriching intellectual exercise. It 

is our hope that the articles contained in this publication will bring new insights and enthusiasm in our mis-

sionary endeavor. May God bless us and bless our mission.  
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“I am a man, and nothing human is foreign to me. I am a man, and injustice towards others 

revolts my heart. I am a man, and oppression offends my nature. I am a man and what I 

would like people to do is to restore to me, freedom, honour and sacred bonds of family…”  

Lavigerie 

Dear Readers! 

It was with great pleasure that I contemplated writing the editorial for this academic year 

(2017); a sui generis volume of our students magazine. This Students Magazine popularly 

known as, “Gong Gong” stands to give a lot of meaning. The term Gong Gong refers to an 

Akan cymbal like instrument used to spread the news of the holdup throughout their villages 

and enforce unified action among cocoa farmers. Our community thereupon and gradually 

came to use this term for our magazine. In effect, it stands as a medium for us students to 

share and spread to all, some relevant issues, recent accounts and happenings in our humble 

abode. 

To introduce to you, the topic for our magazine this year is, “Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation: A Prerequisite for Good Living.” 

Sure, what most of us may be pondering on would not be farfetched from the question “Why this topic?” The team members came into 

agreement that this topic should be chosen for reflection, for the reason that; in our African world today justice, peace and integrity of crea-

tion is often misunderstood. Now, to better understand the demands of these elements above is to first reflect deep into our hearts. How can 

these elements help in shaping ourselves and others? How responsive are we as creatures of God to acts of injustice in our places of aposto-

late, community, workplaces and mission field? Do we involve ourselves more in the activities of Encounter and Dialogue between people 

of different cultures and religions in a way that aim at creating justice and peace in our various societies? As well as preserving and promot-

ing the Integrity of Creation? Do we often put into practice the Social Teaching of the Church, aiming at safe guiding the environment? 

Does injustice towards others revolts our heart as Cardinal Lavigerie pointed out above? In fact, the list is endless. 

In Centesimus Annus,#5 (1991) an encyclical of  Pope St. John Paul II, he points out that, “The Church, in fact, has something to say about 

specific human situations, both individual and communal, national and international. She formulates a genuine doctrine for these situa-

tions... which enables her to analyze social realities, to make judgments about them and to indicate directions to be taken for the just resolu-

tion of the problems involved.... In effect, to teach and to spread her social doctrine pertains to the Church‟s evangelizing mission and is an 

essential part of the Christian message, since this doctrine points out the direct consequences of that message in the life of society and situ-

ates daily work and struggles for justice in the context of bearing witness to Christ the Saviour.” 

The Gong Gong team also had an exclusive interview with two prominent people in the Society. An interview with Fr. Dominic Apee (The 

Provincial Superior of the Province Ghana/Nigeria), and Fr. Martin Grenier (Assistant Superior General from Rome). It was such a great 

blessing to have them share with us about themselves and some insights on the topic of this magazine. The Provincial was here on a canoni-

cal visit while the Assistant Superior General was here for an annual visit to the province. We did enjoy their presence here in the commu-

nity. 

On behalf of the student body I would like to use this platform to once again welcome Fr. Christopher Chileshe our new formator, and to 

thank him for his marvelous support and contribution to the publication of this magazine. I say “Akwaaba, Nyamenhyirawo” (You‟re wel-

come and God bless you).  

I congratulate the Editorial Board in its tireless efforts in bringing out this 2nd edition of the students magazine (Gong Gong) in an elec-

tronic form. I also extend my sincere thanks to the persons who have contributed to this issue and enhanced its perfection and beautification 

through their articles, poems, stories, life experiences, farewell messages, etc. Without you, our work would be pointless and impossible.  

We trust that the following articles and others which the students have contributed will bring much satisfaction and enjoyment to all our 

readers. 

Nelson Mandela, a great African leader once said, “Let there be justice for all. Let there be peace for all. Let there be work, bread, water 

and salt for all. Let each know that for each the body, mind and the soul have been freed to fulfill themselves.”  

Que Dieu nous bénisse. Amusez-vous bien! 

From the Chief Editor 
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In the 1960s the world was confronted with 

the problem of revolution and in the 1970s 

with the ecological problems, and now with 

the great passion for justice and peace. In-

justice and violence has become one of the 

most discussed issues in our world today 

besides corruption, economic oppression, 

and the rest. This act of injustice and vio-

lence has become a bitter pill to swallow 

which people have suffered from and still 

continue to. “Being sensitive to these will 

make us realize that they exist all around us 

and stir up many painful feelings in peo-

ple‟s life such as anger, frustration, help-

lessness, sadness, vengeance, and also the 

desire for justice which leads to revenge.”1 

Many people long for a more just and 

peaceful society in today‟s world; a world 

where there is so much injustice and so little 

of peace. Many want to bring about a more 

just and peaceful world but they are not sure 

how to go about it.2 Thus, this article sug-

gests some ways that can help us see how 

we can cope and live in this world filled 

with injustice and violence; come together 

as Christians to alleviate them and see how 

to promote justice and peace in our society. 

 

Injustice as most people know it, is the vio-

lation of the rights of another person; “it is a 

situation where some unfair practices are 

being carried out in the society.”3 Whereas 

justice is a state of being fair or just, without 

sentiments or prejudice. There are three 

kinds of justice which can be practically 

seen in the society, they are: 

 

Distributive Justice: this kind of justice 

demands that all citizens have a right to 

participate in or play a part in society and 

that, public goods of a country are used to 

satisfy the minimum or basic needs of all 

people, especially the underprivileged. In 

other words it is a kind of justice that de-

mands that reward. 

 

Commutative Justice: this is a kind of 

justice which demands people to keep to 

their agreements or contract. For example: a 

carpenter agrees to make a good quality 

chair at a definite price to a customer. If the 

carpenter makes a quality chair for his cus-

tomer and the customer pays the carpenter 

the agreed price, then there is cumulative 

justice. However, if they both violate the 

agreement between them, then there is an 

offence against commutative justice. 

Social Justice: this kind of justice demands 

both government and citizens of a country 

to work hand in hand. On the part of the 

government, they are to provide citizens 

with protection of their private property by 

providing good police force, army and a just 

legal system in the courts. On the other 

hand the citizens are required to pay taxes. 

However, there is a violation of social jus-

tice when the police take bribes from citi-

zens, or where there is injustice in the courts 

of law or when soldiers torture unjustly in 

order to force citizens to make statements or 

confessions about suspected crimes; and 

when the citizens refuse to pay their taxes.4 

 

Peace on the other hand is a “situation or a 

period of time in which there is no war or 

violence in a country or an area.”5 As Chris-

tians we should know that the scripture 

helps us to understand that God created the 

world to be just and peaceful. However, the 

Bible does not provides us with a clear ex-

planation of what justice is all about but 

rather provides us with a concrete practical 

approach which can be found in the Old 

Testament (Micah 6:8) where we are united 

obliged to act justly, to love tenderly and to 

work humbly with God. Looking at the 

Christian ideas on justice and peace, human 

dignity and human rights are very important 

features to look at because we strongly be-

lieve that God gave us a “great dignity and 

honour and it is a serious injustice when 

people are deprived of this dignity and hon-

our.”6 Moreover God created us in his own 

image and likeness (Genesis 1:27) and we 

being created in the image and likeness of 

God implies a relationship between us and 

God which is deeply rooted in love. Thus, it 

is of paramount importance for Christians to 

regard this point with a rational mind in 

order to promote justice and peace in our 

society.  

In Genesis 1:29, God gave us all the seed 

bearing plants, all the trees with seed bear-

ing fruits to be our food. “If the fruits of the 

earth have been given by God so that all 

would have enough to live, it follows that 

each and every person has the right to: life, 

food, clothing, work, shelter, and personal 

possessions.”7 

People ought to have political and civil 

rights to which the capitalist countries stress 

as basic human rights such as: freedom to 

believe in God and to go to church, freedom 

of association, and freedom from being put 

into prison for a long time without court 

trial.  

On this note we are called to respect each 

individual‟s dignity, political and civil 

rights and always be aware that we are all 

humans created by God. Having that at the 

back of our minds will surely help us to 

develop genuine love for our neighbors and  

PROMOTING JUSTICE AND PEACE IN OUR SOCIETY 
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thus promote justice and peace in our soci-

ety. One fact that we have to also consider 

as Christians is that “justice stresses not 

only rights but also obligations 

(responsibilities) by thinking only of rights 

and forgetting about our duties as citizens, 

we therefore promote injustice in society... 

For example: when people are conscious 

that they have the right to a just wage, they 

should also be conscious that they have an 

obligation to work for that wage.” 

 

From what I have presented above it stands 

out clearly that when promoting justice and 

peace we must remember that we ought to 

respect every human dignity and honour and 

also remember that wherever there are 

rights there are obligations, and above all is 

to love God and our neighbour. “It is impor-

tant also for Christians who work for justice 

and peace to act with love and mercy... If 

we forget the importance of mercy and love 

then we will end up acting in an unchristian 

way towards our enemies or oppressors.” 

By fulfilling these, starting from the indi-

vidual then as a community we are promot-

ing justice and peace in the larger society, in 

our families, and peace in our hearts. 

 

May God grant us the wisdom to understand 

his words, the strength to fight against injus-

tice and violence in our society. May he 

also grant us peace in our hearts, families, 

and most especially to countries suffering 

from war, economic instability, corruption 

and political oppression in our continent 

Africa. May he also rid us of all that divides 

us, strengthen the bonds of our unity, so that 

beyond our differences we may be but one 

heart and one soul. Shalom!  

PROMOTING JUSTICE AND PEACE IN OUR SOCIETY (cont’d) 
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injusticeaccessed 21/02/2017 
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3. www.studylecturenotes.com/
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6. Tony Byrne, C.S.Sp. Working for 
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ENDNOTES 

Page 7 GONG-GONG 

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE ASSISTANT SUPERIOR GENERAL - FR. MARTIN GRENIER 

GONG GONG: Good day Father, we are delighted to 

have you as our interviewee this day. We would like 

to know who you are? 

Fr. Martin: My name is Fr. Martin Grenier. I am 

from the French speaking part of Canada in Quebec. I 

am the last born out of four boys and two girls. My 

father is a potter. My mother does cleaning, cooking at 

home. I studied science at the College in Canada. Af-

ter which I proceeded to University where I studied 

Agriculture and it is during my studies in Agriculture 

that I applied to the Missionaries of Africa. I did one 

year of philosophy at Ottawa in Canada. After which, 

I proceeded to the spiritual year in Switzerland. After 

my spiritual year, I was sent to Zambia for my pastoral year. Finally, I did my Theology at London, where I 

made my final oath on 18th December, 1993 

My motive for joining White Fathers, was the burning desire of travelling to African countries. 

http://www.goodtherapy.org/injustice
http://www.goodtherapy.org/injustice
http://www.studylecturenotes.com/basicsofsocialinjustice
http://www.studylecturenotes.com/basicsofsocialinjustice
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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE ASSISTANT SUPERIOR GENERAL - FR. MARTIN 

GRENIER (cont’d) 

GONG GONG: Fr. May we know the purpose of your visit to St Martin of Tours Formation Centre, Ejisu, 

Ghana. 

Fr. Martin: First and foremost, our work at the Generalate is to have a global idea about the Society, meaning 

what the confreres do and how they function in their various provinces. After the General Chapter in 2016, 

those elected to the General Council assigned themselves to visit and supervise different provinces. Fortu-

nately, I was assigned to visit Ghana/Nigeria province and PAO province. My aim is to get the picture and 

feelings of each province by conversing and interacting with the confreres in various communities in order to 

coordinate their affairs for the betterment and development of each province and the Society at large. 

 

GONG GONG: What message do you have for the students? 

Fr. Martin: As missionaries you should let God speak when you are proclaiming the Gospel to the people. 

You are missionaries who have been sent out to proclaim Christ, and this can be done through visitation of the 

sick, visitation of the prisoners, and so on. In carrying out your apostolate, there is the need to ask whether you 

are happy with the work and if you are not happy then you need to ask if you are actually at the right place. 

Your efforts and attitudes have to be shown in carrying out your responsibilities and duties. I stress the word 

“effort’’  because there is the need to learn the local language of the people and the surest way to do that is by 

visiting the people and avoid staying in the room. There is the need to also ask yourselves if you have the de-

sire and urge to meet different groups of people and if not, then you need to discern if you are actually in the 

right place. Also it is important to be attentive to the people you meet and the only way to do this is to listen 

more and talk less. If in any way you see things that are very challenging, it is important not to turn back be-

cause nothing good comes easy. Take all the activities with humility. The attitudes you apply to your studies 

should also be the same attitude you apply in your apostolate and formation. There is the need to also open 

your books and study as students because it will help you as you go along in your formation. Finally, make the 

most use of your time here at St Martin of Tours formation Centre and don‟t hesitate to ask your formators 

questions. 

 

GONG GONG: Fr. what have you to tell us about community life? 

Fr. Martin: The essence of our community life is centered on meeting, agreeing, discussing, praying together 

and listening to one another. White Fathers are always three in a community. This has been the dream of our 

founder Cardinal Charles Lavigerie. In a nutshell, be ready for surprises. If you are taken by surprise be careful 

not to say no, rather take time to reflect because there could be reason why God is calling you for that particu-

lar mission.  

 

GONG GONG: The theme for our publication this year is Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation. With your 

own experience in priesthood what can you say about JPIC? 

Fr. Martin:  Pope Francis in his encyclical “Laudato Si”, made emphasis on the relationship with nature 

which goes hand in hand with the relationship with the people in the sense that all what God created was good 

(Genesis 1:1-27). In that line, the care of nature refers to proper distribution of wealth to the people.  Also, he 

buttresses on what we can do to make other people benefit from education and health wise, to mention but a 

few. Finally he concluded that we need to pay attention to how we go about the distribution of wealth to the 

people. 



T 
here are many ways to 

promote peace in our 

world of today but per-

haps the best way is to 

promote it is within ourselves. 

Peace in itself is a gradual and 

wonderful event that occurs be-

cause compassionate people are 

inspired to help others discover the 

joy of peace. St. Paul the great 

Apostle saw the need for a peace-

ful existence and dialogue that was 

why in his letter to the Ephesians 

4:3 he said, “Do your best to pre-

serve the unity which the Holy 

Spirit gives you by means of peace 

that binds you together”. He recog-

nized the diversity in religion and 

the need for peace that was why in 

his letter to the Corinthians 12:14-

26, he used the body as an exam-

ple for peace and unity, saying 

even though the parts are different, 

they are the same body. 

A WAY BY WHICH WE CAN 

PROMOTE PEACE:  

With the lack of peace as every 

man‟s and the world‟s problem 

today, there is that need for the 

world to come together, sit down 

and question itself on the issue of 

political and inter-religious crisis 

which besets the world, especially 

African countries. All these have 

come as a result of the ever dete-

riorating socio-economic circum-

stances of poverty, frustration and 

distress in the developing countries 

of today. Inter-tribal, inter-

religious and political crisis have 

come to scatter that peaceful exis-

tence, especially among the peo-

ple. 

DIALOGUE: the word dialogue 

is etymologically derived from a 

Greek word dia- two and logos-

word which means to speak, con-

verse or exchange with each other. 

“Dialogue” therefore is a formal 

discussion between two groups 

especially in trying to solve a dis-

pute. It requires a great level of 

reciprocity where one has to speak 

and the other listen, in order to 

bring about mutual development 

for both parties. It is a form of ne-

gotiation and the one of the ways 

that can lead to a lasting peace. 

It is divided into four parts which 

are:  First; Dialogue of life which 

has to do with our daily and com-

mon dialogue which takes place in 

our various places of work and 

market places. Second, it is a dia-

logue of joint action which has to 

do with people of different reli-

gious affiliations coming together 

to execute some projects for their 

common goal. For instance, the 

Society of the Missionaries of Af-

rica (White-Fathers) whose mis-

sion is to promote justice and 

peace in the African world. The 

third is the dialogue of religious 

experts which has to do with ex-

perts of different religions ex-

changing ideas and information 

about each other‟s beliefs and 

practices and so, helping to deepen 

the understanding of each other‟s 

spirituality and religion. Lastly, 

the dialogue of religious experi-

ence which has to do with the 

sharing of ideas of different ex-

periences. With this in mind, one 

may say that African countries 

need a dialogue of life which is 

lived from the grassroots upwards. 

For example, In Nigeria, such a 

dialogue would help to solve the 

present economic challenges and 

issues concerning „Boko Haram‟. 

Pope John Paul II of blessed mem-

ory admonishing us in L‟Osserva-

tore Romano in August 1985 said, 

“In a world like ours that desire 

peace and unity, but which experi-

ences thousand tension and con-

flict, believers should foster 

friendship and union among hu-

manity and the peoples who com-

promise a single community on 

earth.”   

DIALOGUE:A NECESSITY FOR PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE IN AFRICA  
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Jesus Christ, during his earthly 

ministry encouraged dialogue 

when he said in Matt. 5: 24, “set 

your gift aside, go back and make 

peace”; it was also in this regard 

that during his sermon on the 

mount in Matt 5: 9 he said “happy 

are the peace makers for they shall 

be called sons of God”. He further 

concluded in Jn. 17:21 with his 

prayer for unity “that they may be 

one”. 

Pope John Paul II still emphasized 

on the need for dialogue in his 

“Redemptoris Missio” no. 55 

where he stressed inter-religious 

dialogue as an important part of 

evangelization. According to him, 

“inter-religious dialogue is basic to 

the Church and it is a very vital 

part in the Church‟s salvific mis-

sion.”  This therefore calls on the 

need for every African to put all 

hands on decks to see to the peace 

of the world at large. 

CONCLUSION 

The question we should keep ask-

ing ourselves as Africans is that of 

the popular Nigerian artist Okosun 

in his song “Which way Nigeria” 

and I paraphrase “which way Af-

rica?” Because what baffles me is 

that religion which is supposed to 

foster social harmony, better rap-

port and bring peace has become 

the machinery for war, destruction 

and all forms of vices. Despite the 

fact that the two religions (Islam 

and Christianity) hold unto the fact 

that life is a sacred and as such, 

thou should not kill and also that 

God is a God of mercy, Africans 

should discard all other differences 

and come together with an armi-

stice that dialogue is the surest 

way for the peaceful existence in 

our world. This can only be suc-

cessful when our thoughts are sin-

cere, our hearts rectified of all evil, 

our persons cultivated, our human 

rights respected and our families 

also regulated, only then can we 

have peaceful and united countries 

in Africa. 

 

May the road rise up to meet 

you, may the wind be ever at 

your back. May the sun shine 

warm your face and the rain 

fall softly on your fields, and 

until we meet again, may God 

hold you in the hollow of his 

hand.  

Whether I am far or near, 

may I hear only good news of 

you all. A sunbeam to warm 

you, a moonbeam to charm 

you, a sheltering angel, so 

nothing can harm you.  

May you have warm words 

on a cool evening, a full 

moon on a dark night, and the 

road downhill all the way to 

your door. May your pocket 

be heavy and your heart be 

light, May good luck pursue 

you each morning and night. 

Sombonaa Cornelius 

 

DIALOGUE:A NECESSITY FOR PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE 

IN AFRICA (Cont’d) 
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Farewell Toasts for my 

Beloved Brothers 

FAREWELL BROTHERS 

I wish to congratulate our Phi-

losophy kings and final year 

students on their graduation 

from our formation house here 

in Ejisu. 

As you go into the novitiate, 

may God continue to be with 

you and help you achieve not 

just your dreams but his will 

for you. Be assured of our con-

stant prayers for you all! 

 

Vonumiko James 



M ore and more, we are being confronted 

with the realities that exist between Human Beings and 

mother earth due to human activities. These realities are 

calling us to a deeper knowledge of the need for recon-

ciliation between humans, mother earth and God in Christ, 

such that every human being can find the peace that was 

lost and has been restored back by Jesus Christ (Col 1:15-

20). Man since creation, has depended and will continue to 

depend on mother earth for survival. Our mother earth is 

described as the habitation of man and other living things, 

the store house upon which he must draw all his needs 

from, the material to which his labour must be applied for 

all his desire. On mother earth we are born, from it we 

live, to it we return again. Take away from man all that 

belongs to mother earth and he is but a disembodied spirit. 

Land is thus an invaluable natural resource, the quality of 

which ultimately influences the quality of life. Considered 

as nature, land may be closely identified with the natural 

environment. This environment can be seen as the existing 

condition of the surroundings that result from a combina-

tion of climate, soil, topography, and other plants and ani-

mals. Permit me to quote what our Holy father Emeritus 

Pope Benedict says about these realities that exist between 

human and mother earth. He says “If You Want to Culti-

vate Peace, Protect Creation”.1 Our tradition calls us to 

protect the life and dignity of the human person, and it is 

increasingly clear that this task cannot be separated from 

the care and defence of all creation. 

Therefore, does mining activity reflect Christ reconciled 

creation? Does it lead to reconciliation between humans 

and mother earth (the world in Christ)? Does it lead to 

peace and harmony with the whole of creation? Does it 

show respect for other living creatures? All these ques-

tions are meant for us being good stewards of mother earth 

to reflect upon. However, it is obviously seen in our day to 

day activities that mining in general has an impact on the 

lives of every human being, both positive and negative.  

Mining by definition, is the removal of minerals from the 

THE EFFECTS OF ILLEGAL MINING ACTIVITIES ON HUMAN LIVES AND MOTHER EARTH 
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earth‟s crust in 

the service of 

man.2 The En-

carta encyclopae-

dia also defines 

mining as the se-

lective recovery 

of minerals and 

materials, other 

than recently 

formed organic 

materials from the 

crust of the earth.3 Materials recovered by mining include 

bauxite, coal, diamonds, iron, precious metals, lead, lime-

stone, nickel, phosphate, rock salt, tin, uranium, and mo-

lybdenum. Any material that cannot be grown from agri-

cultural processes must be mined. Mining in a wider sense 

can also include extraction of petroleum, natural gas, and 

even water.4 

 As indicated earlier, mining activities concerns all of us 

whether we like it or not. Human beings cannot do without 

mining because its products provide us with some essen-

tial consumer goods and infrastructures we use and rely on 

every day. Goods such as infrastructures, our highways, 

electrical and communications networks such as: Cell 

phones (oil, coltan, cassiterite, and wolfarmite, gold), 

Computer and television screens (silicon, boron, lead, 

phosphorus and indium), electricity (coal and uranium) 

fertilizer (phosphate, nitrogen, sulphur and potash), cook-

ing pans (iron, copper, lead, aluminium, carbon) and so 

many things. We cannot imagine therefore a world with-

out them. All of them contribute in one way or the other in 

aiding our daily activities to function well. 

However, illegal mining activities generate serious effects 

on the lives of human beings and mother earth especially 

towns where mining operation is very high. The whole 

human race suffers as a result of this operation, and gen-

erations yet unborn will bear the cost for our failure to act 

today.  

 
NAAH SABIE LUKE 

naahsabieluke@yahoo.com 



However, one thing that is more serious in this practice is 

that, it is the poor and the powerless who suffer the more. 

They can neither speak for themselves nor be included in 

any decision making. Their lot is to suffer forced labour, 

deprivation of clean water, conflict and many others. 

Farmlands are degraded leading to limited land available 

for local food production and other agricultural purposes 

in areas where the operation is very high. Air and noise 

pollution are also very rampant in most mining operations 

grounds. All these have culminated into health problems 

with high prevalence of diseases such as malaria, respira-

tory tract infections and skin diseases.  

How do we reconcile this? As good people of mother 

earth, we are entreated to read the signs of the time. What 

are these signs? These signs for us are to examine how we 

use and share the goods of the earth, what we pass on to 

future generations, and how we live in harmony with 

God‟s creation. With this, we will all enjoy this free gift 

given to us from God together with the generation yet un-

born. 

In conclusion, as good stewards of mother earth, let us 

reflect on these questions and think of how they speak to 

us: 

 Does my place of comfort give praise to every living 

creature and God? 

 Does it reflect the goodness of creation? 

 As a good steward, how can I care for the area that 

God has entrusted to me? 

 Does this area show respect for other living creatures? 

 How am I cooperating with God as a good steward? 

 

Prayer from the Holy Father Pope Francis on care for our 

earth: 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 

and in the smallest of your creatures. You embrace with 

your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power 

of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us 

with peace that we may live as brothers and sisters, harm-

ing no one. 
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O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and 

forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring 

healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not 

prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and de-

struction. 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the 

expenses of the poor and the earth. Teach us to discover 

the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contem-

plation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with 

every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, 

we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace.5 

1. www.vatican.va/holy-father/benedict -xvi/

messages peace/documents/hf-ben-xvi-mes-

20091208-xliii-world-day-peace-en.html (2010). 

 

2. E. Acheampong, Impact Assessment of Mining 

Activities by Ashanti Goldfields-Bibiani Limited 

on the Environment and Socio-Economic Devel-

opment of Bibiani, Undergraduate Dissertation, 

Faculty of Social Sciences, Kwame Nkrumah Uni-

versity of Science and Technology.2004. p. 1. 

 

3. Encarta, (2005). www.encartaencyclopedia.com 

 

4. E. Acheampong, Impact Assessment of Mining 

Activities by Ashanti Goldfields- Bibiani Limited 

on the Environment and Socio-Economic Devel-

opment of Bibiani, Undergraduate Dissertation, 

Faculty of Social Sciences, Kwame Nkrumah Uni-

versity of Science and Technology. 2004. p. 1. 

 

5. The Holy Father Pope Francis encyclical letter 

“Laudato Si” On Care for Our Common Home: 

St. Paul‟s Publication, Nigeria by arrangement 

with Libreria Editrice Vaticana. 2015. P. 152. 
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INTERVIEW WITH THE PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR OF GHANA-NIGERIA 

PROVINCE— FR. DOMINIC APEE 

GONG GONG: Good day Father, how are you? 

Fr. Provincial: I am fine, thank you. And you? 

SMT: We are fine. Fr. We are members of the 

Gong Gong team and we are here to have an inter-

view with you. 

Fr. Provincial: Ok 

GONG GONG: We would like to know you, 

please? 

Fr. Provincial: I am Dominic Apee (M.Afr.). I am 

currently the Provincial Superior of the Missionar-

ies of Africa (Ghana/Nigeria Province). And I am 

here on a canonical visit. 

GONG GONG: You are welcome. 

Fr. Provincial: Thank you 

GONG GONG: Have you been a Provincial in any 

province before? If so, when and where? 

Fr. Provincial: I was an Assistant Provincial in the 

Central African Province (PAC), from the year 2003 to 2009. Here in Ghana/Nigeria, I have been a Provincial for six years. And I will 

hopefully be finishing my tenure on June 30, 2017. 

GONG GONG: What does it entails to be a Provincial Superior? 

Fr. Provincial: To be a Provincial is in a way to be the animator of the province and the confreres that are in the province. It involves help-

ing the confreres to get fulfillment in their mission and to accomplish the tasks that have been given to them, through their call to mission-

ary life. I visit, listen to and encourage my confreres, we make proposals, and I represent them in other meetings (in Rome and other places) 

with other provincials. Also to make sure that confreres are appointed to each community. Mainly this is what it entails to be a provincial 

superior.  

GONG GONG: As the provincial of Ghana/Nigeria, can you explain in brief, what JPIC means? 

Fr. Provincial: JPIC, stands for „Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation.‟ It is one of our priorities as a society. We work for justice and 

peace, and this has been there ever since the Society was found. Cardinal Lavigerie, the founder of our Society saw that there was slave 

trade in Africa, and he involved himself in various ways: he went round the whole world preaching against Trans-Atlantic slave trade, he 

also asked his confreres to work on this issue. So it is an issue that is as old as our Society itself. But these days, we are coming out to be 

more precise on what to do and the term “Integrity of Creation” has been added to it, which is also not new. This is because from the begin-

ning, if you want to know where mission houses were, you just have to look for where there are a lot of trees and flowers in the village; this 

means already, our forefathers and predecessors took creation and the environment very serious. So, it is just to continue that momentum.  

Today, slavery still exists and it has different faces. Destruction of the environment has taken up a different face too, such as the littering of 

the environment with plastic bags, illegal mining, and so many other things. So this is what we are called to fight against today. 

GONG GONG: Is there any concrete distinction between JPIC of the White Fathers and all other justice and peace movements in the 

Church and by NGOs? 

Fr. Provincial: Well, JPIC is promoted by both the Church and NGOs. In the Church, particularly by religious congregations, JPIC is faith-

based action i.e. we are moved by our belief in God and care for nature, whereas the NGOs have a different view point – they view JPIC as 

something that is humanly speaking a necessary good act, and so see there is need to work on it.  

Concerning other religious congregations, it is clear that almost all of them are into JPIC and we work together by networking because we 

can‟t achieve much by working alone. Networking is one of the best way to reach out faster. In Ghana, the JPIC Commission works with 

the national commission team. They hold programs and seminars together. In our local environments, we also look at and work on JPIC 

issues – for instance, in Bunkpurugu the team tries to reconcile the two parties mostly involved in conflicts. A seminar was held not long 

ago in Tamale on the theme „Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation.‟ This Integrity of Creation is based on the Pope‟s (Francis) encyclical 

“Laudato Si.” We had a workshop on it which was well attended. We hope to see the fruits of that workshop. So in summary, that‟s what 

we are doing. 



GONG-GONG Page 14 

GONG GONG: In implementing JPIC, do the White Fathers collaborate with other Christian denominations?  

Fr. Provincial: Yes, we do, because, justice and peace issues are not limited to Catholics alone. Even more, JPIC issues are issues that con-

cern every human being – so we collaborate with non-Christians also. We cannot work in isolation; for no man or religion is an island. So 

we work together with other religions be it Christians or non-Christians. Where collaboration is possible, we go in for it. 

Furthermore, this collaboration helps us to encounter other religions in the sense that, its issues are common to all of us. Although with our 

differences, we come together to deliberate on common issues. For instance, where there is a war or conflict among people, we do not just 

move in there and separate the Catholics and leave the Protestants. Justice and peace can be looked at from both sides. Protestant and Catho-

lic Churches come together to unite. In that, we find our unity. 

GONG GONG: How can we relate JPIC with our formation?  

Fr. Provincial: JPIC is one of the priorities in our Society. It is of vital importance that already in our mode of formation, your awareness is 

being raised to it and you are made to know that it is a priority in our society and you have to work towards it. You are not to wait till after 

your formation before you can start working towards justice and peace. No, it is part of your life now and that is why you are being inte-

grated to it. You are already towards it here because we want it to be part of the skills that you are going to acquire.  

Wherever you are, you are to be sensitive to the issues of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation. I would like to encourage you to take 

justice and peace issues very serious – it can take different trends. Justice and peace is not only limited to situations of conflict, there are 

situations of illegal mining, human trafficking and many more. There is a lot to reflect on in our situation.  

GONG GONG: Since your missionary journey began, how have you experienced JPIC? 

Fr. Provincial: Oh! I have experienced a lot of situations. When I was in the parish, I worked on cases of injustice, insecurity and of war 

situations. I have always been attentive to justice and peace issues. In all the communities I have been to, attention has always been given to 

the integrity of creation. This is to make sure that our environment is kept clean, trees are planted and also to help do away with the littering 

of the environment. So, there have been a lot of issues surrounding that. Also, when I was in D.R Congo, there were a lot of cases of injus-

tice that require that I intervene directly or indirectly to help people find justice. 

GONG GONG: In what concrete ways is the Ghana/Nigeria province actively involved in the implementation of JPIC? 

Fr. Provincial: We are concretely involved in JPIC issues through a team that is animating the whole province. This team is headed by Fr. 

Prosper Harelimana. He works with a team and they meet very often to see where their service is need and where their priorities lie. Other 

confreres who are not in the team also contribute in doing the work. Well, during our last chapter the issue of JPIC came up very strongly. 

As part of my job when I go around, I try to see how those decisions taken are being implemented. To Buttress, in the last General elections 

held here in Ghana, some of our confreres were involved in post-electoral discussions and monitored elections here and there to make sure 

that it runs peacefully. So there are so many ways that we are actively involved in JPIC. 

GONG GONG: What are the challenges being faced in the implementation of JPIC and what are the possible ways forward? 

Fr. Provincial: The challenges we face may sometimes be felt that like „the problem is too big‟, but with time we win. We contribute our 

little quota in whatever way can to solving the cases of injustice. When you start a peace talk with a group, it takes time for one to get the 

results. One will be tempted to want to see the results immediately but it takes time because there needs to be continuous dialogues and 

follow ups, in order to create the desired peaceful atmosphere.  

At times we are handicapped materially because of some certain logistics, and this logistics sometimes play a role in implementing JPIC. 

Also, on the issue of integrity of creation, it was decided that we should plant trees wherever we are in order to keep the environment green. 

But when you go to the North of Ghana for instance, it is very hard to these there because of little rain and in the dry season goats feed on 

them, thereby destroying them. This is a constant struggle as to how to do with that.  

Most importantly, alone we cannot do much. Therefore, there is need to create awareness in others, especially, our collaborators. Because 

creating the awareness on justice and peace issues and on the safeguarding of the environment will aid us in reaching far places. Sure, we 

may encounter some challenges when reaching out to people, but we need not be discouraged. That is why it is of importance for those of 

you in formation, to take these issues seriously. This is because, in your environment, especially on Campus, you can also create awareness 

on these issues.  

GONG GONG:  Thank you very much Fr., for your time. You have exhausted our questions. We would like to also thank you for taking 

time to listen to us. We pray that the Lord God would continue to help you in your mission. 

Fr. Provincial: Thank you too. 

INTERVIEW WITH THE PROVINCIAL SUPERIOR OF GHANA-NIGERIA 

PROVINCE— FR. DOMINIC APEE (CONT’D) 



POEM 

T he 

role of religion 

in our work for 

justice and peace 

goes beyond the 

sociological as-

pect of religions, though religion engages the major 

parts or portion of the world‟s population. We can 

speak about justice and peace for humanity through 

our relationships with one another as human beings, 

that is, our relationships with one another.  

Justice and peace cannot be limited or expressed to 

one group, one nation, one people, one community, 

one society, one congregation, but for all those who 

have one belief. I am saying this with regards to my 

experience at my place of apostolate. My first day of 

visit to the mentally challenged people, I came to re-

alized that whenever they see us coming, there is al-

ways that inner joy which reflects on their faces. I 

asked one of them the reasons behind their happi-

ness? Surprisingly the fellow said: whenever we set 

our eyes on you people coming, we feel very happy 

because there is no one to relate, interact, encourage, 

advice, joke, play, or laugh with us. In this regard, I 

came to realized that the word „peace‟ is not re-

stricted to a certain group of people but to all human-

ity as far as human beings exist.  

Our contribution to justice, peace and integrity of 

creation should correspond to the idea of accountabil-
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ity to God. Here, our quest for accountability should 

be whether we are serving justice and peace for all, 

since all are created in the image and likeness of God. 

It is important that our traditional values and religious 

practices should show our willingness to care for all, 

since our community has now become part of a wider 

and global fellowship.  

Here are some questions that can help us reflect well: 

are we serving all people, and their need for justice 

and peace, whatever race, ethnicity, sexual orienta-

tion, religion, generation or gender they are? These 

are questions we cannot escape. There is no peace 

without proper justice, no sustainable justice without 

peace. Justice and peace shall serve as one. Justice 

and peace can make the most committed and power-

ful contributions to reconciliation and to economic 

development. They must be brought into the work of 

our common global institutions.  

Our various apostolates show our collaboration, joint 

efforts towards those in need of our help. I am very 

willing, indeed glad, to say that I believe our role as 

men and women of God is not to have all the solu-

tions ourselves but mostly calling on God‟s aid. We 

pray therefore, for God‟s assistance in propagating 

justice and peace. 

Tveit, Olav Fykse (Rev) 7th World Council 

Churches, General Secretary; 2010).  

REFERENCE 
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POEM 

T 
he world is going through retrospective dilemma that ema-

nates from the daily works of life of the people. It is indeed a 

heart aching act of depriving one the act of justice. In Africa, 

the issues of injustices are never new or recent happenings, 

but it has become a practice among the people. Injustice is like a strange 

and mysterious twining together of joy and sorrow, happiness and sad-

ness. We are all wounded people living in a wounded world.  The pain of 

not experiencing justice is so great so much that it cannot be expressed 

by words. Hence, it is very necessary to look at some basis and funda-

mental rudiments in discussing this issue amicably. 

 

Injustice is a retrospective game. There are many injustices in our world. Almost half of the world‟s popula-

tion lives on less than $2.50 a day. At least 80% of humanity lives on less than $10 a day.1 There are more 

slaves today than at any time in human history; and many of them are children. It is estimated that two (2) 

children per minute are trafficked for sexual exploitation. Homelessness has made children engage in online 

child pornography and other immoral acts which moral societies are against today. Children without a mother 

and a father – some have said that there are more than 143 million orphans living in our world today.  

 

It is believed that every one of us is designed with a desire to fight against injustice and make justice prevail. I 

believe we are ingrained with a desire to make an effective difference for a cause. The first thing we need to 

do is to become aware of the injustices around us. There are immense injustices that many people live with as 

part of their normal day to day lives, and not realizing the injustices around us is encouraged by our society 

and the culture we live in. Most of us thrive and would want to live lives of comfort by having the necessities 

of life and access to abundant resources; and for some, entertainment is the center of their lives. We live in a 

“ME” society (selfish); we are surrounded with people who engage in self-exaltation. We are overwhelmed by 

a “ME” society; a society preventing us from recognizing a world full of hunger, poverty, child sex, slavery, 

unjust death and many others. In order to step out of our comfort, we need to take a proactive approach to 

educating ourselves of the injustices around us. Martin Luther King Jr. once said that “Injustice anywhere is a 

threat to justice everywhere.”2 

 

We need to find our cause. What are we going to fight for? To be effective, we sometimes need to narrow our 

attention to a specific cause. Something that grabs our heart, pulls our souls to a particular direction and fuels 

our passion into action. It may be that we have experienced injustice in our own life and know firsthand what 

it is like to go through an event that caused so much pain and a great deal of suffering. We need to open our 

hearts to see where God may want us to act, who God may want us to help. In retrospection, we are all rigid 

with compassion and a desire to help others, a longing to take part in a cause that is bigger than ourselves. 

What is the cause? Is it Poverty? Is it human slavery? Is it hunger? Is it the unjust act of aborting a baby? Is it 

orphans? Widows? What is the cause? 

WE ARE LIVING IN A WORLD WOUNDED BY INJUSTICE 
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POEM 

We cannot sit idly while many people in our wounded world today live in extreme poverty and suffer extreme 

injustice. The statistics can seem overwhelming and often times we become silent; silenced by the shock and 

disbelief that this is actually happening in our lifetime. But we can do something. “There was a boy walking 

by the beach, faced with thousands of starfish washed up along the shore. An old, wise man, taking his daily 

stroll along the beach saw the boy picking up the starfish and throwing them in the water. The old man asked 

the boy, “yaro, what are you doing?” The boy answered, “Saving these starfishes”, with a smile the old man 

said, “You cannot possibly save all of these starfish.” To that, the boy quietly reached down for another star-

fish, threw it in the water and said, “I saved that one… and that one… and that one… I alone cannot save all 

of them, but collectively we can.” Edmund Burke, a famous philosopher once wrote – “The only thing neces-

sary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”3 Finally, the pain of injustice can only be healed 

when we muster the courage of allowing ourselves to know that our negativity causes pain to others and to 

ourselves. 

WE ARE LIVING IN A WORLD WOUNDED BY INJUSTICE (Cont’d) 

GONG-GONG Page 17 

ENDNOTES 

1. http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats 

2. https://electronicintifada.net/content/legacy-martin-luther-king-injustice-anywhere-threat-justice-

everywhere/6829 

3. https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/edmundburk377528.html 

 

 

 

Death came to a guy and said, “My friend today is your day” Guy: - “But I am not ready”. 

Then death said well your name is the next on my list….” Guy: - “okay why don‟t you take 

a seat and I will get you something to eat before we go?” Then death said, “All right…” The 

guy gave death some food with sleeping pills in it. Death finished eating and fell into a deep 

sleep. The guy took the list and removed his name from top of the list and put it at the bot-

tom of the list. When death woke up he said to the guy: “Because you have been very nice to 

me, I will start from the BOTTOM of the list…” 

My brothers and sisters, death is something that we cannot escape when it‟s coming there is 

no way you can dodge it. So always prepare for it at anytime 

By: Unknown 

 JOKES 

http://www.globalissues.org/article/26/poverty-facts-and-stats
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/edmundburk377528.html


The world is ours 

To love and cherish 

To build and to develop 

To promote 

Founded on oneness 

In dignity of all. 

You are my brother 

You are my sister 

Why then the fight? 

What good it brings Tearing, pulling, 

destroying? 

The world is ours. 

Look at each other! 

Tell what thou see 

Eyes filled with love 

Hearts ready to welcome 

Arms outstretched to embrace 

Oh humanity! 

Comprehend not the wars 

Nor the sufferings 

Caused by our hates! 

Come together with one voice! 

A voice of peace! 

A voice for hope! 

 

Source: The Nigerian Catholic En-

counter, No, 1, 2006-2007, pp. 39-40 

Compiled by: Ogboke Samson Francis 

VOICE OF PEACE 
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Farewell My Brothers 
As the wise man Qoheleth said: “There is an appointed time for 

everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens.” A time 

to embrace and a time to be far from embraces; a time to meet and a 

time to depart. My brothers, the time to depart from this house and 

to move to another stage of formation is drawing nearer and nearer. 

My stay with you guys has been very wonderful, though I don‟t 

want it to end, but there is time for everything. 

 

To my fellow outgoing students, being with you guys for the past 

four years is like being with family. We have been through thick 

and thin together; but we have scaled through by the grace of the 

one who has called us. You guys have encouraged, supported, ad-

vised, challenged and reprimanded me; and I thank you for these, 

because you have helped me to grow. I wish you all well and I pray 

for you an enduring spirit. I don‟t want to leave but there is time for 

everything. 

 

To the continuing students; I would like to express my sincere 

gratitude and appreciation for accepting me as I am, for trusting me, 

and thinking of me as someone capable of helping out. You have all 

helped me in honing my social skills, my God-given talents and 

building my self-confidence. I don‟t feel like saying goodbye, but 

there is time for everything. 

 

O! The future lies before us, and we know not where we‟ll be. The 

path which we are all currently treading on might not end up where 

we hope, we never know. But wherever our paths be leading, I pray 

that the good Lord will keep our hearts with Him. 

 

I am lucky to have had an experience that makes saying goodbye a 

hard thing to do.  But this isn‟t a goodbye; it is a „see you later‟. 

Farewell brothers, till we meet again to share with one another our 

bitter-sweet experiences.  

 

A bientôt! 

 

By: Okunola Michael Olatunde 
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Meet our 2nd Year Students 
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Our Contribution to the Care of the Environment 



POEM 

There was a young soldier, who was finally coming home after having fought in a war. He called his par-

ents to inform them. Mom and dad he continued “I‟m coming home, but I have a favour to ask. I have a 

friend I will like to bring home with me. “Sure”, they replied supposing it was a wife. However, “there is 

something you need to know the son continued, he was badly injured in the fight. He stepped on a land 

mine and lost an arm and a leg. He has nowhere else to go, and I want him to come and live with us”.  

“Am sorry to hear this son, maybe we can help him find somewhere to live.” “No mom and dad I want 

him to live with us” he said. 

“Son,” said the father, you don‟t know what you‟re asking. Someone with such a situation would be a ter-

rible burden on us. We have our own lives to live, and we can‟t let something like this interfere with our 

lives. I think you should just come home and forget about this guy. He will find a way to live on his 

own.”  

At that point, the son hung up his phone. The parents heard nothing more from him. A few days later, 

however, they received a call from the police. That their son had died after falling from a building and it 

is believed it was suicide. 

The grief-stricken parents flew to the scene and were taking to the morgue to identify the body of their 

son. They recognized him, but to their dismay they also discovered something they did not know, their 

son had only one arm and one leg.   

 

Moral Lesson: The parents in the above story are like many of us, we find it very easy to love those who 

are good-looking or fun to have around, but we don‟t like people who inconvenience us or make us feel 

uncomfortable. It is better we stay with people who are healthy, charming or as smart as we are.  

To the glory of God, there‟s someone who won‟t treat us that way. Someone who loves us with an uncon-

ditional love someone who welcomes us into the everlasting family, regardless of how messed up we are. 

It is my pleasure to ask that you always say a little prayer that God will give you the strength you need to 

accept people as they are , and help us all be more understanding of those who are different from us, 

amen!  

BY: Vonumiko Daniel James 

A YOUNG SOLDIER’S STORY 
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Time and again a motorist takes his 

car for servicing, trying to make sure 

that the car remains in good condi-

tion. Likewise, human beings are also 

required to spare some time at least 

once in a year to do a kind of servic-

ing of their spiritual life. A time to 

make a temporary retirement from the 

normal daily activities in order to 

evaluate our relationship with God 

and to make amends. It is for this rea-

son that the community sent us, the 

final year students for an 8 days Ig-

natian retreat and also to help us dis-

cern our next move: the spiritual year. 

During the retreat we experienced the 

beauty of God‟s creation and the 

creativity of man as well compliment-

ing each other. 

Our retreat lasted for eight days, we 

were privileged to have Jesuit priests 

that helped to facilitate the retreat. 

Their giftedness in preaching was like 

ice on a cake. After the eight days we 

felt ready to take the next step to the 

Spiritual Year. It was a retreat never 

to be forgotten by each of us. Our 

gratitude goes to God and to our for-

mators for giving us this special time 

and experience.  

By: Umeagukwu Gabriel Chijioke. 

THE FINAL YEAR STUDENTS’ 
RETREAT 
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The Dilemma of A Priest 
If he goes by car, they accuse him of crass materialism 

If he goes on foot, they accuse him of mad asceticism 

If he says he loves any woman they call him a womanizer 

If he says he loves any man, they call him a homosexual mixer 

If he says he loves kids, they accuse him of pedophilia 

If he loves animals, he becomes suspect of a strange mania 

If he laughs often, they accuse him of feeble mindedness 

If he frowns, they say he‟s a priest of utmost unhappiness 

If he‟s the outgoing type, they accuse him of unholy extrovertism 

If he loves being alone, they say he‟s suffering from neurotic intro-

vertism 

If he gives alms to some people, they accuse him of sectionalism 

If he gives to all, they impute to him an ulterior proselytism 

If he‟s known for his prayer life, they call him „sancta sancta‟ pray-

ing mantis 

If he‟s laggard at this, they dub him “our man, gee or social guy”. 

If he studies hard, they say he‟s ambitious 

If he‟s not the reading type, they say he‟s not serious 

If he has rich friends, they mostly the poor accuse him of Nicode-

mian upper classism 

If he has poor friends, they mostly the rich say he‟s a victim of 

pharisaic lower classism 

If he condemns corruption and protests injustice, they say he‟s mad 

If he gives long sermon, they say he‟s never considerate always 

wishing they sleep in church here! 

If he gives short sermon, they say he doesn‟t prepare at all, rushing 

to God knows where! 

O what must this priest do? What should he do, Lord? God come 

and deliver him from this dilemmatic cord. And let him be what 

you and only you would want him to be ….A priest in your own 

image and likeness. 

 

Adapted: from a book titled “THE MAD PRIEST” 

Compiled By: Odimegwu Luke  
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If you feel called to be a Missionary, why not apply to the Society of Missionaries of 
Africa (WHITE FATHERS) 

ABOUT US:  

The Society of Missionaries is a society of priests and brothers founded in 1868 by a French 

Cardinal, Charles Lavigerie in Algeria. Our field of Apostolate is Africa and the African 

World. We wear “Gandoura” and “Burnous” as our habit and work in twenty-two countries in 

Asia, Europe and America. We engage in Justice and Peace, and inter-religious dialogue, par-

ticularly with Islam.  

 

GENERAL REQUIREMENT:  

 You must not be under 18years or older than 27years of age  

 You must be bodily and mentally sound or fit.  

 You must be sufficiently mature to shoulder responsibility  

 

EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS:  

 Five credits in SHCE / WAEC or the equivalent including English and Mathematics  

 Post-Secondary Education including a credit in English and Mathematics  

 Only two re-sits are allowed  

 

 

For further information, contact us at:  

 

The Vocation Director  

Missionaries of Africa  

P. O. Box TL 2478,  

Tamale, Northern Region, Ghana.  

E-mail: vocationmafrgh@yahoo.com  

 

or  

 

The Vocation Director,  

Missionaries of Africa  

P.O. Box 19460 UI  

Ibadan, Oyo State  

Nigeria. 
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